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PREFACE. 



The following pages are principally designed 
as an attempt to supply the want of a Manual, 
containing such instruction in the principles 
of Christianity, as may be fitted for young 
persons of the educated classes who are of an 
age to be confirmed. Books on the subject 
of Confirmation have generally been written 
by parochial clergymen, and are therefore in 
their style and manner chiefly adapted to the 
minds of those with whom such clergymen 
have most intercourse, the children of the 
poor. But it has been felt by many persons 
engaged in the work^f education, that some- 
thing in a different tone is wanted for the use 
of those who have received a higher course of 
instruction than they. We must not, indeed, 
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VI PREFACE. 

imagine that the truths which Christ's Gospel 
reveals to the rich differ from those which it 
makes known to the poor. His ministers 
ought to come to no class of society with 
excellency of speech and of wisdom, but 
rather to know nothing among them save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. But still 
we niust not omit to follow the pi*ecedent set 
by St. PauU who adopted a totally different 
style of argument, when addressing the 
curious and educated Athenians, from that 
which he used when he was speaking to a 
congregation of Jews, or expounding the 
truths of Christianity to the unlearned and 
ignorant. 

The book begins with a short explanation 
of Confirmation itself, which is followed by 
a series of chapters on the different heads 
treated of in the Church Catechism; and the 
whole concludes with a very short sketch of 
the grounds on which Christianity claims to 
be considered a divine revelation, intended 
to lead the student to trains of thought which 
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are developed in larger treatises. The chap- 
ters on the Catechism would be of more in- 
jury than benefit to a young reader, if they 
were so used as to supersede oral instruction. 
A book can rarely make such an impression 
on the heart as is produced by the teaching 
of a true Christian friend ; and it is im- 
possible in a treatise like this to give expla- 
nations of the different minute points which 
suggest difficulties to different persons, and 
for which the help of a teacher whom they 
can freely question is quite necessary. Such 
explanations therefore are hardly attempted: 
the leading facts of each subject are stated 
and illustrated, and the details left to be 
imparted in a surer and more beneficial way. 

Chester, Jan. 25, 1845. 
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CHAPTER I, 

MEANING AND INTENT OF CONFIRMATION. 

I. Confirmation is a rite which may be 
considered to have three objects. 

It is intended to be to the persons who 
receive it a new beginniog as it were of their 
Christian life^ a marked and solemn crisis in 
their history, which shall bring vividly be- 
fore them the fact, that old things are passed 
away to thenij and all things become new ;^ 
that although when they were children they 
thought as children, they spake ns children, 

• 2 Cor.v. 17. 
B 



2 Confirmation represents Baptism, 

they understood as cbildren, yet that now, 
when they have entered upon their Christian 
manhood^ they should put away childish 
things.^ Thus it consciously represents to 
them their Baptism : the duties to which 
Christ's Redemption has pledged them are 
now solemnly undertaken by them, as they 
were at their Baptism undertaken for them ; 
they ratify and confirm their vows in their 
own persons, voluntarily declaring that they 
are not ashamed to confess the faith of Christ 
crucified, but desire manfully to fight under 
His banner y and continue Chrisfs faithful 
soldiers and servants ^ unto their lives* end.^ 

II. It is also intended to have an external 
effect on those who partake of it ; that is, an 
effect produced, not by a mere impression made 
upon their own minds, but by God's grace 
given to them in answer to the prayers of 
others. The blessing which the Bishop pro- 
nounces over those whom he confirms, is, in 
fact, a prayer addressed to God for them, by 
one of the chief oflScers of the Christian 
Church. The prayers of the congregation, 

** 1 Cor. xiii. 11. * Baptismal Service. 



Its external effects. 3 

in whose presence the Confirmation takes 
place, are met by the promise, that if only 
two agree on earth as touching anything they 
shall asky it shall he done for them by their 
Father who is in heaven.^ But, besides these 
solemn and public prayers, no one can doubt 
that every candidate for Confirmation, has 
often been the object of special prayer from 
all those who love him or are interested in 
his everlasting welfare. God will not reject 
the supplications of parents, of brothers, of 
relations, teachers, and friends, in behalf of 
one whom His Son has died to save, and who 
has been baptized into the number of His 
chosen. Such intercessions will bring down 
His Holy Spirit into the heart of him for 
whom they are offered, and if that Spirit 
cannot do mighty works in that heart, it will 
be on account of its own unbelief % and not 
because God is slack concerning His pro- 
mises. 

III. Confirmation is intended to furnish 
a suitable period in the life of every bap- 
tized person, at which their lawful spiri- 

" Matt, xviii. 19. • Matt. xiii. 58 ; xvii. 20. 
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4 It is a time for teaching, 

tual guides may have an opportunity of in- 
structing them more fully and particularly 
than usual^ in the principles of Christ's reli- 
gion. 

It will be desirable, first, to give a short 
sketch of the origin and history of Confir- 
mation itself, and then to say a few worda 
on each of its three objects. 

IV. The impot^itiou of hands has, from 
the earliest times, been in use as a form of 
blessing, that is, of presenting a person in 
prayer to God. To bless any one is to pray 
for him, the word blessing being particularly 
applied to the intercession of those, who from 
their age, or oflSce, or connection, either 
natural or spiritual, with the person whom 
they bless, have, so to speak, a special reasou 
to believe that God will hear and respect their 
prayer. Jacob blessed Ephraim and Manas- 
sell by laying his hands upon them and 
praying for them ^, and young children were 
brought to our Lord, that he might put His 
hands upon them and bless them.^ So also 
we find, that after the Ascension, the practice 

' Gen. xlviii. 14. « Matt. xix. 13. 



Origin of Confirmation, 5 

was continued by the Apostles, for various 
purposes. First, they employed it as a form 
of Ordination^ or of admission to any special 
office or ministry, as when the seven deacons, 
as they are commonly called, were commis- 
sioned to superintend the relief of the poor^; 
when Barnabas and Saul were separated to 
the missionary work whereunto the Holy 
Ghost called them * ; or when Timotheus 
was sent forth with new gifts and powers by 
the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery.^ 
Secondly, they used it as a mean^ of working 
miraculous cures, according to Christ's pro- 
mise that tkey should lay hands on the sicky 
and they should recover} And, thirdly, it 
was adopted as part of a ceremony by 
which the miraculous gifts of the Holy 
Ghost were imparted to baptized persons. 
As this last is the origin of our rite of Con- 
firmation, it must be considered somewhat 
more minutely. 

V. There are two places, in particular, 
which furnish us, as it were, with the pat- 

** Acts, vi. 6. * Acts, xiii. 3. 

" 1 Tim. iv. 14. * Mark,xvi.l8. 
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6 Its connection with 

tern of Confirmation^ First, — When the 
Apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had received the word of God, they 
sent unto them Peter and John ; who, when 
they were come down, prayed for them, thai 
they might receive the Holy Ghost : {for as 
yet He was fallen upon none of them^ only 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord 
Jesus.) Then laid they their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy GhosL^ 
From what follows, it is plain, that the pre- 
sence of the Holy Ghost was visibly manifested 
by means of the miracles worked by those 
wIk) received Him, since Simon Magus im- 
mediately offered money to obtain the same 
gift. Secondly, — We read that there were 
certain disciples at Ephesus, and that when^ 
after their Baptism, Paul had laid his 
hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came 
upon them, and they spake with tongues 
and prophesied.^ In this case, therefore, 
as in the former, visible miraculous effects 
followed the imposition of hands, and as, 
in the first days of the church, miraculous 
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the practice of the Apostles, 7 

works were permitted to be wrought as an 
evidence to the truth of Christianity^ it is 
plain that in this^ its earliest form. Confirma- 
tion was of a great and peculiar importance, 
since its effects afforded to the new convert 
the clearest proof possible, that he had become 
a member of a divinely instituted society. 
Hence we are not surprised to find it classed 
with Baptism, and the doctrines of the Resur* 
rection and the last Judgement, as we do in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews.® But when 
Christianity had been once launched into the 
world, with the aid of these miraculous evi- 
dences to its truth, it was no longer necessary 
for God to interrupt the ordinary course of 
his providence, and miracles were with- 
drawn from the Church. The time at which 
this took place has been much disputed. 
As we pass from the New Testament to the 
writingsof Christian authors who immediately 
followed the Apostles, powers strictly mira- 
culous appear gradually to fade away into 
the ordinary blessings and answers promised 
to faithful prayer in every age of the Church* 

° Heb.vi.2. 



8 Its difference from their practice. 

Some have maintained that, though the Apo- 
stles had the power of transmitting miracu- 
lous gifts to those upon whom they laid their 
hands, yet these had no authority to confer 
them upon others, so that, with the first ge- 
neration after the Apostles, miracles -would 
disappear. However this may be, it is plain 
that, as soon as these miraculous powers were 
withdrawn, the imposition of hands by which 
they were conferred, would be necessarily 
abolished also. But it has, with great pro- 
priety, been continued on somewhat diflferent 
grounds, yet with a purpose strictly ana- 
logous to that for which it was originally 
employed. 

VI. The faith of Christians of the present 
day, is based, not on the sight of miraculous 
signs, but on reasons of various kinds. In 
the early stages of Christianity, it was im- 
possible for persons to doubt the existence of 
God's Spirit, who felt themselves impelled 
by Him to prophesy and speak with tongues. 
When a man was convinced that Jesus 
Christ was the Son of God, and there- 
fore resolved to accept Him as his Sa- 
viour, to repent of past sin, and to be 
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baptized into His Name, his faith was^ as 
it were, confirmed to him, by the extraordi- 
nary workings of God's Spirit within him 
which enabled him to perform miracles. But 
now, it would not be good for us that our 
faith should rest on proofs of this outward 
character. We must remember that in the 
first age of Christianity the evidence for it 
was, in other respects, far weaker than it is 
at present. The earliest converts received 
the Gospel as a new and untried system ; we, 
SIS one which has stood the test of time, and 
changed the history of the world. Thus it 
was mercifully ordered that this deficiency of 
evidence for its truth should be supplied by 
miraculous testimony. But when we are 
old enough to examine the grounds of our 
faith, to understand why we are Christians^ 
and to give a reason of the hope which is iu 
us, then we are confirmed in our religion 
by arguments of a different kind, by evidence 
drawn partly from the history of the past, 
but chiefly from the testimony of our own 
consciences, enlightened and instructed as 
they ought to be, when we have passed our 
childhood, not as heathens, but as baptized 



10 Why we are bound to be confirmed. 

Christians. And thus too^ as the Sacrament 
of Baptism is now administered to us in our 
infancy, the ceremony of Confirmation, which 
was formerly simultaneous with it, is sepa- 
rated from it ; and though the 'xj^ipoi^alay or 
imposition of hands, is retained, in imitation 
of the Apostolic practice, its meaning has 
ceased to be the same. We are confirmed in 
our Christian faith, not by the miraculous 
signs conferred by the ^eipohtrioL of the 
Apostles, but by the silent conviction of our 
own minds and hearts, the blessing of the 
Bishop, the teaching of Christ's ministers, the 
prayers offered up by ourselves and others; 
and at the same time we on our part confirm 
our own baptismal engagements, professing 
our desire to render to God a reasonable ser- 
vice, and to continue in that faith in which 
we have been instructed. 

VII. The ceremony which, as it were, con- 
centrates and represents all these grounds and 
means of conviction, is called Confirmation, 
being, in fact, the legitimate representative 
of the apostolic p^eipodea/a, altered and adapted 
to the present circumstances of the Church. 
And it is therefore by the authority of the 



Origin of our responsibility* 11 

Church that this Confirmation has been 
instituted. Thus^ though not enjoined in 
Scripture, it is bas^d upon a Scriptural 
analogy, has been handed down as a Church 
ordinance from generation to generation, 
was continued by the Church of England 
at the Reformation, and is a ceremony most 
eminently calculated, if our own evil hearts 
do not exclude us from its benefits, to draw 
down npon us the blessing of God, and the 
strengthening influence of His Holy Spirit. 
A Sacrament indeed it is not, because it was 
not ordained by Christ himself, but it is a 
venerable and most edifying rite, a true 
means of grace to those who worthily re- 
ceive it, a precious opportunity of turning 
to God, the legitimate consequence, and, as 
it were, the completion of their Baptism. 

VIII. A few words may be necessary here, 
as a warning against the foolish error, now 
happily almost exploded, by which some have 
fancied that, before their Confirmation, they 
were not responsible for their sins. For 
while Confirmation is only an ordinance of 
the Church to which we belong, we are 
bound to the practice of holiness by the very 



12 Confirmation must be voluntary. 

fact of our creation, for at our birth a con- 
science was given us, which commands us to 
serve God, whose creatures we are. We '\ 
are yet more selemnly pledged to lead holy 
lives by our admission into the Christian 
covenant, for to every member of Christ's 
Church the help of God's Spirit has been 
promised, and all are bound to seek for it 
as soon as they are able to understand that 
they need it. Confirmation, indeed, in one 
sense, increases our responsibility, because 
those who have been confirmed are not only 
under an obligation to do right, but have 
themselves declared publicly that they know- 
it ; but it would be monstrous to imagine 
that an institution of the Church could 
suspend, for fifteen or sixteen years of our 
lives, the performance of duties to which 
we are bound by the higher sanction of 
our natural consciences, and of God's re- 
vealed commands. Still, to refuse to be con* 
firmed, because our responsibility is there- 
by increased, would be wrong, not merely as 
involving an act of disobedience to the Church 
of which we are members, in a matter in 
which its right over us is clear, but as im- 
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plying that we are unwilling to devote our- 
selves to God's service by every possible 
obligation^ and therefore that we have a 
lurking wish to continue in sin. Only it is 
necessary that our Confirmation should be a 
perfectly voluntary act, for in this its very 
essence may be said to consist. Even the 
wishes of parents, though manifestly of the 
greatest weight, are not sufficient to determine 
a boy to come to Confirmation, unless he is 
himself willing and desirous to do so ; for to 
declare that we ratify and confirm our bap- 
tismal vows, not because we are ourselves 
convinced of the propriety of so confirming 
them, but because others have told us that it 
is right, is to deny the very meaning of Con- 
firmation, as the act by virtue of which we 
visibly and consciously pass from spiritual 
childhood to spiritual manhood. 

IX. Meantime, as no error can be more 
fatal to a candidate for Confirmation, than 
to imagine that the preparation required for 
it is concerned entirely or chiefly with the 
intellect, instead of having its principal seat 
in* the heart, we will pause here, and urge 
every one who uses this book, to offer up, 

c 



14 Prayer that we may worthily 

with the most earnest devotion^ a prayer to 
God, that the blessings which Confirmation 
offers to him may be largely poured upon 
him by the influence of the Holy Ghost. 
To this end a form has been provided ; but 
it will be better for him to adopt it rather 
as a guide and model for his devotions, than 
as furnishing the exact words in which he 
ought to pray. And he will unite with it 
an earnest entreaty for deliverance from 
those special sins and temptations which 
most easily beset him, and which can be 
fully known to no one except himself and 
Him in whose sight all things are naked and 
open, and whose word is a discemer of tlie 
thoughts and intents of the heart 



PRATER THAT WE MAY WORTHILY PAR- 
TAKE IN THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION. 

O Admightt God and Heavenly Father, I, Thy 
child, created by Thy power, and baptized into 
the number of Thy chosen, draw near to Thee 
to seek Thy blessing. Lord, give me true re- 
pentance for all the sins of my childhood, for 
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my selfishness and carelessness, mj want of love 
to Thee and to Jesus Christ Thy Son, my ab- 
sorbing interest in the present, my inattention to 
that awful Future which will last for ever. O 
gracious Father, mercifully forgive the irre- 
parable Fast. I approach Thee in prayer, not 
trusting to my own merits or my own strength, 
but I come to Thee in the Name and through 
the Blood of Christ, who died for me. I devote 
to Thee, through Him, my body, soul, and spirit ; 
and I desire to consecrate to Thy service every 
wish and thought, and feeling. O Lord, receive 
me into the arms of Thy mercy, and make me 
truly and entirely Thine. Pour into my heart 
Thy blessed Spirit ; may my Confirmation be 
the beginning of a new life, spent wholly in 
Thy faith and fear, and may I have grace now 
to put away childish things, and ofier to Thee, 
my Father, a true and reasonable service, for 
the sake and through the help of Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. Amen. 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER L 

1. What are the three objects of Confirmation ? 

2. What is expressed by the ceremony of the tnt- 
position of hands f Give instances of its use, (1) from 
the Old Testament, (2) from the New 

c 2 



16 Questions on Chapter L 

3. What evidence to the truth of the Gospel have 
we, which the first converts had not ; and what had 
they, which we have not ? 

4. Show, from the answer to the last question, how 
our Confirmation differs from the Apostolic x'tp^^ec'cr- 

5. In virtue of what authority b Confirmation bind- 
ing upon us ? 

6. Why is Confirmation now separated from Bap- 
tism? 

7. Why are we responsible for our sins before Con- 
firmation ? 

8. In what sense does Confirmation increase our 
responsibility ? 

9. Show that it would be wrong to wish not to be 
confirmed. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW. — PART I. 

I. The vow made in our name at our Bap- 
tism, and which at Confirmation we ourselves 
confirm and ratify, consists of three parts ; 
to renounce the world, the flesh, and the 
devil, to believe all the articles of the Chris- 
tian faith, and to keep the commandments of 
God. Repentance, Faith, and Holiness, are 
the three parts of the Christian life, which 
correspond respectively to the three parts of 
the baptismal vow. 

II. It is quite true that, strictly speaking, 
no one can be bound by a promise made for 
him by another, especially at a period of his 
life when he was himself perfectly uncon- 
scious that the promise was made. There- 
fore it is impossible to found our obligation 
to serve God on the mere fact of this pro- 
mise. But it is not necessary to attempt to 
do so ; for many true grounds can be men- 

C 3 



18 Why we are bound to serve God* 

tioned on which the obligation rests^ and at 
the same time the vow itself is capable of a 
satisfactory explanation. 

III. In the first place, every one is bound 
to love and serve God by the fact of his 
creation, for reasons similar to those for 
which every child is bound to love and serve 
his earthly parents. We are God's children. 
In each of us He has implanted that idea of 
duty^ which makes known to us that there 
are certain things which we ought to do, 
and others which we ought to avoid; on 
each of us He has bestowed a conscience to 
pass judgement on our several actions. And 
we are further bound to love and serve Him 
yet more specially, and yet more earnestly, 
as members of the Christian Church, into 
which we were admitted by the Sacrament 
of Baptism. A few words will explain how 
this obligation has arisen. 

IV. We are born with a sinful nature, 
and come into the world in a state of aliena- 
tion from God. This is not only repeatedly 
stated in Scripture, but is taught us by oiur 
own experience, and by the history of the 
whole world. Our will does not, and of 
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itself cannot^ obey God's law. Hence if we 
were left to ourselves^ we should assuredly 
grow up His enemies. But the Scripture 
has revealed to us^ what we could not dis^ 
cover from experience^ that man's nature is 
not essentially sinful ; that he was originally 
created pure and holy and in God's own 
image, and therefore that we are capable of 
restoration. It tells us, moreover, that God^ 
in His mercy and love to us, offers to deliver 
us from our lost and sinful condition, and 
restore us to that connection with Himself^ 
which would have been our natural privi- 
lege as His children, if sin had not entered 
into the world and, defiled the whole of 
our race. He promises to receive us aa 
His own, and to make us partakers of life 
eternal, if we will, on our parts, promise to 
renounce those sins which are originally 
foreign to our nature, but have become part 
of it. As soon as we are born, our natural 
guardians desire to bring us into the partici- 
pation of so great a blessing, and therefore 
present us to God according to His invita- 
tion, and in the manner which He has en- 
joined, by causing us to be baptized in the 
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name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the H0I7 Ghost. This ia all that is abso- 
lutely essential to Baptism^ since it is all 
that Christ Himself has commanded.^ 

y. But the Church has desired to giro 
additional solemnity to the celebration of 
this Sacrament^ and in it to bear perpetual 
witness to two great truths. The first is^ 
that the Christian life is not the solitary- 
unaided existence of an individual, but the 
common united life of a society ; that as we 
are all members of one Body^ of which 
Christ is the Head, the welfare of eaph is 
an object of essential interest to his brethren^ 
and that while all Christians should help one 
another in struggling against sin, the older 
and more experienced members of Christ's 
flock are especially bound to care for the 
younger. The second is, that God's pro- 
mises are conditional, that if He accepts us, 
and admits us to the blessings of Christianity, 
we are bound, if we would abide in His love, 
to serve Him continually with earnest and 
faithful devotion. Hence it is ordered that 

P Matt, xxviii. 19. 
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when we are baptized, Sponsors or Sureties 
should be added to our parents or natural 
guardians^ to accept in our name the Christian 
eovenant^ to declare what our side of the 
compact is^ and profess their readiness and 
desire to help us in fulfilling it. They promise 
that we will renounce certain evil things^ 
believe certain true things, perform certain 
good things. But this vow cannot in it- 
self bind us, till we take it upon ourselves at 
our Confirmation, and therefore^ when made 
by our Sponsors at Baptism, it can only be 
considered as a public declaration that, as be* 
ings born in sin, but now reconciled to God^, 
we are bound to love Him and serve Him 
with all our hearts ; and that unless we do 
consecrate our lives to His glory, we have 
no claim upon His mercy, or the privileges 
to which our Baptism admits us. Because 
Christ has died for us, and redeemed us, and 
made us God's children, therefore we are 
bound to lead holy lives, and of this fact the 
vow made by our Sponsors is a solemn con- 
fession. Members themselves of that Holy 
Catholic Church into which we are entering, 
they come forward as our friends in Christ, 
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to accept our new obligations, and help us to 
fulfil them. 

YL But it is plain^ from what has been 
said before, that we could not escape from oar 
duties to God, even by renouncing the privi- 
leges of our Baptism, and declaring ourselves 
indifferent to His mercies. For there would 
still remain our original obligation to Him 
who gave us birth. A child might feel no 
great interest in the pleasures and amusements 
which his earthly parents prepared for him, 
but could never be exempted from the love 
and duty which he owes them by the ori- 
ginal constitution of his nature. So^ too> in 
the case of our relation to our heavenly 
Father, even if it were conceivable that a 
person should declare himself indifferent to 
the choice between heaven and hell, and 
therefore were to claim exemption from his 
baptismal vows, still there would remain the 
yet earlier tie which connects him with God, 
revealed to him by his conscience and his 
reason. If, therefore, he refuses to recog- 
nise God as his reconciled Father, he cannot 
help acknowledging Him as his offended 
Master. He may renounce the liberty of a 
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son, but cannot deliver himself from the 
bondage of a slave. 

VIL In the sense above explained, it 
was promised for us at our Baptism that 
we should repent of and renounce three 
classes of sins; those suggested by the World, 
the Flesh and the Devil; that is, it was 
declared that it is our duty to renounce 
them, and that, unless we do so, we have no 
daim to the blessings of Christian Kedemp- 
tion; since the World, the Flesh, and the 
Devil are the three chief enemies of that 
kingdom which Christ established among 
men. Now it is most desirable for us really 
to understand what is meant by these words, 
and not to be led astray by any vagueness of 
language, lest we should fail to see how dis- 
tinctly and constantly this vow is applicable 
to our own daily life. The temptations of 
the World are all those things which incline 
us to love this earth better than heaven ; 
of the Flesh, those which lead us to prefer 
the good of our perishing bodies to that of 
our immortal souls ; of the Devil, those which 
suggest to us that we should rather obey the 
impulses of our own evil tempers, than seek 
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to direct our hearts and minds according to 
the will of Christ. 

VIII. The temptations of the World in- 
cline us to such sins as those of yielding 
ourselves up immoderately to amusement, of 
adopting the low principles and maxims 
which we hear from those around us, of 
doing what we feel to be wrong, in order to 
win the approbation of people who can in 
any respect improve our worldly condition, 
or who from circumstances exercise an in- 
fluence over us. It is plain that the young 
are as liable to yield to these as the old, 
though the temptations will be presented to 
them in a somewhat different form. Boys 
at school, for instance, are surrounded by a 
world which countenances and encourages 
opinions clearly unchristian. Such are the 
notions that zealous industry is to be dis- 
couraged, and indicates a want of proper spirit 
and social feeling ; that lying to a master is 
often allowable, and sometimes necessary; 
that swearing is excusable, if caused by anger 
or sudden provocation ; that good nature or 
gentlemanly conduct are sufficient to atone for 
the absence of a really Christian character ; 
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and many others, which will not stand the test 
of God's Holy Word. These opinions are 
^ometime8 adopted by persons who once 
would have allowed them to be wrong, 
merely because they choose to yield them- 
selves up to the spirit and public feeling of 
the place in which they live, without making 
any effort against it for the sake of Christ, 
or rather without troubling themselves to 
think about the matter. In other cases, 
though the opinions may not be distinctly 
adopted and realised, yet the practices to 
which they lead are followed, because it is 
inconvenient to avoid them ; because to resist 
them would be to incur dislike ; because, in 
short, to use the language of Scripture, boys 
do not choose rather to suffer the reproach 
of Christy than to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
for a season. ^ Such is one class of the sins 
which at our Baptism we promised to re- 
nounce; and by which boys a.s completely 
violate God's will, as men do when they 
yield to ambition, or adopt the common 
worldly opinions which sanction duelling 
and other evil practices. 

•» Heb. xi. 25, 26. 
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IX, We have promised to renounce the 
temptations of the Flesh. This also is an 
expression which includes sins to which we 
are every day exposed; nay, the pleasures 
whicli we probably most keenly enjoy. Such 
are the gratifications of eating and drinking, 
and idleness, and general selfishness ; the in- 
dulgence of impure thoughts, the desire of 
doing every thing, whether right or wrong, 
which gratifies our bodily inclinations. 

X. It is difiicult accurately to distinguish 
the temptations of the Devil from the dangers 
which have just been mentioned, because he 
is the author of all evil, and therefore every 
kind of sin is suggested by him. But those 
temptations which do not seem properly to 
belong to the World or the Flesh are pe- 
culiarly his, such as unrestrained temper^ 
vanity and pride^ meanness, swearings 
blasphemy, other wicked talking, and es- 
pecially lying. The latter sin is particu- 
larly declared to be his; and we should 
remember that to renounce it, is stated by 
St. Paul to be the very first act of the 
Christian life, the test which decides the 
question whether a person who professes 
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Christ's religion has really embraced it or 
no. Lie not one to another^ he says, 
seeing ye have put off the old man with his 
deeds, and have put on the neio many which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of Him 
that created himJ If then we continue 
to indulge in falsehood^ St. Paul declares 
that we have not put on the new man, that 
isj have not really become Christians at all. 

XI. Such is a brief enumeration of the 
matters contained in the first part of our 
baptismal vow. The temptations against 
which we promise to struggle, are such as 
lead to the ordinary faults which we are 
every day committing. Faults they may be 
in our language ; but in God's view they are 
sins. How He regards them, every page of 
the Old Testament teaches us. We know 
the history in the second book of Samuel", 
that when David committed an action which 
indicated pride and self-^confidence, seventy 
thousand of the Israelites fell, as an evidence 
how God abhors such feelings. We have 
read that when Korah, Dathan, and Abiram^ 

' Col. iii. 9. ' 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. 

* Numbers, xvi. 32. 
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stirred up a spirit of disobedience against 
constituted authority, the earth swallowed 
them up and their houses, and all the men 
that appertained unto them, and all their 
goods. We remember the various judge* 
ments which fell on the Jewish nation, when 
they refused to put away their low standard 
of duty, and their prevalent sins, at the warn- 
ing voice of the prophets who rose up to re- 
form and rebuke them. By such signs as 
these did God declare His opinion of sins 
which we call pardonable faults. 

XI. When we read such histories as these, 
and remember the daily occurrences of our 
own lives, we might well fall into positive 
despair. And if our baptismal vow con- 
sisted in nothing but a promise to renounce 
the temptations of the World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil, it would be vain for us voluntarily 
to renew and confirm a promise which we 
could not hope to keep. But the second part 
of our vow, by which we promise to be- 
lieve all the articles of the Christian Faitb^ 
furnishes us with the means by which we 
may observe the first and third. To this we 
shall come presently, but in the mean time 
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we muat remember that we have, for fifteen 
or sixteen years, been bound to observe this 
promise of renouncing sin, that God has 
noted every violation of it, and that when- 
ever we have broken it, we have shown our 
ingratitude to Christ our Saviour. Such 
thoughts may well add fervency to our 
frayers for mercy and deliverance. The 
punishments for our sins, unlike those which 
befell the Jews, are not inflicted in this 
world, but are reserved for a more terrible 
eternity. Let no one, then, think of this 
first part of his baptismal vow, without 
humbly asking God to pardon his many vio- 
lations of it, and to save him from the sin of 
continuing to break it, after he has himself 
voluntarily renewed and confirmed it. 



A PKAYER FOB FORGIVENESS AND HELP. 

O Almighty God, who wouldest not the death 
6f a sinner, but rather that he should turn from 
his sin and be saved, I confess that I have spent 
my past life in disobedience to Thy blessed 
will. I have erred and strayed from Thy ways, 
forgetting that Thou art my Father, and hast 
called mo to inherit Thy kingdom. Lord, I have 
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yielded to the temptations of the World, livin 
according to its precepts, and desiring too much 
its favours and its comforts. I have encouraged 
the sinful lusts of the Flesh, hj many acts of 
self-indulgence. I have listened to the sugges^ 
tions of the Evil One, bj unkindness and in* 
gratitude, bj selfishness and passion, by indo* 
lence and sloth, by wicked thoughts, and words, 
and deeds. O Lord, spare me and forgive me ; 
turn me from this miserable bondage to the 
freedom of Thy service ; take not from me the 
blessings which Thou hast given me through 
Thy Son. Confirm me in all good and hoi/ 
resolutions ; increase in me the knowledge of 
my duty ; send Thy Holy Spirit to help me iu 
my infirmities, and save me from the great sin 
of resisting His Voice. Enable me to renounce 
the Devil and all his works, and to cleave stead- 
fastly to my Lord and Saviour. May all carnal 
afieotions die in me, and all things belonging to 
the Spirit live and grow in me, till I come at 
last to that eternal kingdom, which Thou hast 
promised to them that unfeignedly love Thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



The following passages of Scripture majr 
be usefully read and thought over, in con • 
nection with the preceding chapter : — 
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Psalm li., to teach us the kind of sorrow 
which our penitence should produce in us ; 
£ph. iy. 20 — 32^ as enumerating many of 
the sins against which we are especially 
pledged; 1 John, ii. 16— 17; Gal. v. 19—21; 
John, viii. 44, which contain, respectively, 
examples of the three classes of temptations 
mentioned in the Baptismal Service; and 
Matt. iv. 1 — 11 ; Luke, iv. 1 — 13; compared 
with Heb. iv. 12 — 16, to show us how they 
may be resisted. We shall observe, that the 
first of our Lord's temptations, taking them 
in St. Luke's order, was a temptation of the 
Flesh, the second of the World, the third of 
the Devil. When, therefore, the passage in the 
Hebrews assures us that Christ was in all 
points tempted like as we are, it implies, that 
each of His three temptations affords a speci- 
men of one of the three classes of dangers 
against which we are called upon to struggle. 
This brings the narrative of our Lord's 
Temptation very near to our own hearts 
and our own experience; we are assured 
that He can always sympathise with us, 
and is always ready to help us, since He 
overcame those very infirmities with which 
\vc are compassed. 



32 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER II. 

1. What are the three parts of the baptismal yow? 

2. What three parts of the Christiati life correspond 
to them respectively ? 

3. Can it be said that we are bound to serve God, 
because our Sponsors promised that we should do so ? 

4. What is the original tie which binds us to God? 

5. How do we know that our nature is sinful ? 

6. What do we learn from the Bible about the 
original constitution of our nature, which we could 
not have known otherwise ? 

7. What offers and conditions has God revealed to 
us in Scripture ? 

8. What part of the baptismal ceremony was insti- 
tuted by Christ ? 

9. What is the other part of it, by what authority 
ihstituted, and for what objects ? 

10. In what sense do our Godfathers and God- 
mothers make a promise in our name ? 

11. Could we escape from our duties to God by 
renouncing our baptism ? 

12. Distinguish between the temptations of the 
World, the Flesh, and the Devil. 

18. What was the sin of David in numbering the 
people? 

14. What was the sin of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram ? 

15. What was the sin of the Israelites against the 
prophets ? 

: 16. What may we infer from these facts ? 
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17. What difference is there between the punish- 
ments inflicted on our sins, and those by which the 
Jews were visited ? 

18. Show how our Lord*s temptations illustrate the 
first part of the baptismal vow. 

1 9. What may we conclude from the passage on this 
gubjeQt in the Epistle to the Hebrews ? 
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CHAPTER m. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW. — PART II. 

The Creed. 

I. The second part of the Baptismal Vow, 
to believe the articles of the Christian faith, 
binds us to an acceptance of that revelation, 
of which the shortest summary is contained 
in the Apostles' Creed. It is needless to 
enter into all the articles of this formulary of 
our faith, of which many are mere statements 
of historical facts. It will be better to say 
a few words on that short explanation of its 
whole purport, contained in the answer which 
the Catechism gives to the question, — 
What dost thou chiejly learn in these articles 
of thy belief f viz. — That we learn to be- 
lieve in God the Father who made us, God 
the Son who redeemed us, and God the 
Holy Ghost who sanctifies us. It is here 
declared that the essence of the Christian 
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faith consists in a belief in the Trinity, and 
this point requires a little explanation. 

II. The word Trinity does not occur any- 
where in the Bible, but was framed by the 
early writers of the Church, to include, in one 
short expression, the revelation of God's na- 
ture which we gather from Scripture. Of that 
revelation the great practical result is the les- 
son, that religion must be made to influence 
our daily life,, and enter into all our thoughts 
and occupations. For in the Trinity, God is 
revealed to us in a manner in which we can 
apply our knowledge of His existence to our 
own spiritual use and benefit. Without 
Christianity, our conception of God would 
be merely that of an Almighty Spirit, wholly 
removed from the sphere of human thoughts 
and feelings, too great to enter into our wants 
and weaknesses, dwelling in unapproachable 
light, and separated from us by a barrier 
altogether impassable. Sometimes indeed 
the contrivances for our comfort, which we 
see in the arrangement of the physical crea- 
tion, might lead us to hope that God loved 
us. Yet we know too well from history, how 
little practical comfort can be derived from 
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such considerations^ how hard the wisest men 
of old found it to feel after Him and find 
Him by these traces of His presence, how 
far the best of them were from any adequate 
conception of Him, how utterly alienated 
from Him were the mass of mankind. With 
such a view of God as that above described 
would be coupled, in the mind of any serious 
person, most painful thoughts about his own 
nature imd condition. Not only must he be 
conscious of numerous past sins, but feel 
that he is perfectly incapable of overcoming 
them for the future. And when to these 
feelings was merely united the consciousness 
that he was in the hands of a God of en- 
tire and absolute holiness, not only of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, but also in- 
capable of sympathising with temptation, 
what could be the result, except that he 
must sink either into unbelief or else into 
despair? But Christianity has taught us 
that we may yet obtain from God pardon, 
and holiness, and eternal salvation. 

III. In the Gospel it is revealed to us that 
God's essential attribute is love. ^ Impelled 

^ See for example, 1 John, iv. 8. 
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by this divine quality, He determined to 
make Himself known to men, to reconcile 
them to Himself, to forgive them, to enable 
them to be holy, to take them to dwell with 
Him for ever after this life; and yet not 
to abate one tittle of His abhorrence of sin, 
but rather to display before the eyes of the 
whole world, how impossible it was for Him 
to overlook it, or to connect Himself with any 
being who was not delivered from its curse. 
To eflPect all this, there came forth from the 
bosom of the Father, the Eternal Word, 
Who had dwelt with Him for all ages in a 
union whose nature our faculties cannot con- 
ceive, but Who had always been the decla- 
ration of God to man, the Mediator by Whom 
the invisible Creator held communication 
with His creatures. This Wordy so called 
from this very circumstance that He declares 
the Father's will to man, had created all 
things, had been the immediate Governor of 
the world and all that is in it, had been 
revealed to the Jews as the Lord of their 
nation, giving them the Law from Siiiai, and 
ruling them as an ever present King and 
Guardian. He now took upon Him human 

E 
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nature, and in the form of a Man came down 
and lived among us. Thus our first great 
difficulty is removed ; God is no longer in- 
comprehensible, as He was before. In 
one sense, of course, He is entirely so ; how 
He was enabled to do all this we cannot 
understand, because we are not of the 
same nature as He. Neither could one of 
the lower animals understand what is that 
power in us which enables us to speak in 
articulate language* No being can under- 
stand another being, with whom he has not 
a common nature, and therefore, when God 
in the person of Christ took our nature upon 
Him, he enabled us, so far, to understand 
Him. By the Incarnation and Life of Christ 
on Earth we learn what character God ap- 
proves, what manner of life He most highly 
honours, what mind and what qualities are 
most like His own. We learn, too, that He 
cares for us and loves us, that He sympa- 
thises with our temptations, that He desires 
our everlasting good, that He is even touched 
with a fueling of our infirmities.^ 

IV. But still this Incarnation has only re- 
vealed to us yet more vividly the perfect 

"' Heb. iv. 15. 



Resurrection, Judgement 39 

purity of God, and therefore may excite in 
us a painful doubt whether we, who are so 
polluted by sin, can ever be admitted to His 
favour. Therefore, besides having the know- 
ledge of God, it is also necessary for us to 
know that we niay be reconciled to Him. 
As the knowledge of God is given us by the 
Life of Christ, so reconciliation with God is 
given us in His Death. We can no longer 
doubt that sin is hateful, when we see the 
incarnate God dying as a sacrifice to atone 
for it. For by this means He reconciles us 
to His Father, from whose love we had so 
grievously wandered. He has taken upon 
Himself all our sins, so that His Father 
freely forgives them all, and yet shows that 
He is not indifferent to them, that though 
He loves the sinner, and gives His Son to 
die for him, yet He utterly abhors his sin. 
Nor can we doubt that bur guilt is per- 
fectly blotted out, when we consider who 
and what He is, who has thus died for it. 
Thus then God forgives and accepts us, and 
promises to bestow upon us the infinite bles- 
sing of life eternal, if only we earnestly en- 
deavour to love and trust this Saviour, and 

E 2 
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to live now by faith in His Death as the 
means of our deliverance, in His Resurrec- 
tion as the pledge of ours, in His present 
existence as of One who can hear our prayers 
and help us in our infirmities, and in His fu- 
ture return to demand an account of all our 
thoughts and words and works. 

V. But even yet the work of our restora- 
tion to God's likeness is incomplete. By 
Christ's Incarnation, Atonement, and Resur- 
rection we obtain a knowledge of God, a 
means of reconciliation with Him, an assur- 
ance of everlasting life. It is certain that 
such blessings, if thoroughly believed, must 
awaken in us a feeling of love ; that this love 
will manifest itself in a desire to serve Christ, 
and to be like Him ; but still the work is not 
finished. We desire what we have no means 
of accomplishing. For we feel that our 
nature is corrupt, bur powers of turning from 
sin to holiness decayed, our natural disposi- 
tions constantly inclining us to those evil 
habits which we promised in our Baptism 
to renounce. These difficulties are removed 
by the further revelation that in the Godhead 
there is yet a Third Person, who is the con- 
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stant internal support of Christ's people, 
dwelling in their hearts by a spirltuaL manner 
of existence, inclining them and strengthen- 
ing them to do what is right. This Third 
Person, God the Holy Ghost, dictates to 
them good thoughts, helps them in their 
prayers, gives them strength to resist temp- 
tation. And this completes the great end of 
Christ's coming, by imparting to us the means 
of becoming holy. We know that the Spirit 
is at once Almighty, and capable of sympa- 
thising with all our weakness, because He 
proceeds from the Father, and also from the 
Son. 

VI. If then we really wish to show our 
faith in the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, and 
to receive that comfort and support which so 
many good men, for so many hundred years, 
have derived from their belief in it, we must 
remember that the necessary consequence of 
such a faith and only true sign of its exist- 
ence, is a life spent in the devout service of 
Him, who through His Son, has given to us 
His Spirit. Such a living and working faith 
must be kept alive by earnest prayer, aided 
by continual watchfulness and efforts of our 
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own, that the knowledge of the Father's will, 
which the Son has brought us, may be the 
guide of our whole lives ; that the crowning 
mercy of Christ's Death, which has reconciled 
us to God, may be met on our parts by un- 
ceasing efforts to conquer sin, and by a love 
which inwardly impels us to seek after good- 
ness ; and that the help of the Holy Ghost 
may never be denied to us in consequence of 
our obstinacy or carelessness, but may con- 
stantly purify our hearts, and produce abun- 
dant fruit of Christian holiness and devo- 
tion. 



A PRAYER FOR AN INCREASE OP FAITH 

AND LOVE. 

Almighty and All-merciful Father, Who 
hast so graciously spared me, and remitted the 
punishment which my sins deserve, enable me 
to love Thee with all my heart, and to feel that 

1 am in truth Thy reconciled child. Save me 
from the folly and wickedness of separating my- 
self from Thy mercies, and cutting myself off 
by sin from the communion of Thy chosen. In- 
crease and strengthen in me every good disposi- 
tion, and so order by Thy providence every 
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event which happens to me in this world, that 
amidst all its changes and chances I may sted- 
fastly cleave to Thee, through Jesus Christ my 
Saviour. 

O most blessed Lord Jesus Christ, Who hast 
declared Thyself to be my Friend, my Saviour 
and my Brother, send Thy Spirit to keep alive 
in me Thy faith, and to teach me Thy most 
blessed will. Pardon me for all my past indif- 
ference to Thee ; fill me now with ardent devo- 
tion to Thy service ; and at last receive me into 
that heavenly kingdom which Thy Blood has 
purchased for Thy Eedeemed. 

O Holy Spirit of God and Christ, come down, 
I beseech Thee, and dwell with me, and make 
my heart Thy temple. Purify me from every 
Tain and sinful imagination, fill me with faith in 
heavenly things, with holy desires and pure 
affections, with unselfish love to my brethren, 
with thoughtfulness and Christian wisdom, and 
with the power to do my duty humbly and de- 
votedly, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

O Holy, Blessed, and Glorious Trinity, Three 
Persons and One God, quicken in me that spiritual 
life which springs from Thy preserving, and re- 
deeming, and sanctifying care ; make me daily 
more pure, more faithful, more earnest, more 
loving, more desirous to serve Thee in all things. 
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till at last, with all those who live in Thy faith 
and fear, I come to the perfect enjoyment of that 
glorious vision of Godhead, which I now see 
through a glass darkly, hut then face to face. 

I offer up these and all my prayers in the 
Name of Jesus Ghnst, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 



The statements in this chapter are chiefly 
founded on the following passages of Scrip* 
ture, which it will be desirable to read at- 
tentively. John, i. — 18; iii. 3 — 21; v. 
17—30; Yiii. 12— 59; X. 1—18, 24—38; 
xiv., XV., xvi., xvii. ; Eph. ii. (especially 
18—22), with St. Paul's prayer for the 
church in iii. 14 — 21; Philipp. iii.; Heb. 
i., ii. ; 1 John i., iii., iv. By reading large 
portions of Scripture of this kind, our hearts 
will probably be more deeply impressed with 
the truth and practical importance of these 
views of the Christian religion, than by 
searching for confirmations of the Trinitarian 
doctrine in single texts, however satisfactory 
to the understanding. In these passages are 
attributed to Christ the distinguishing per- 
fections of Divinity ; eternal existence, power 
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of creating and preserving, omnipresence, 
omniscience, a right to receive our worship. 
A Being to whom all this is ascribed can be 
none other than God. Besides these passages, 
the early part of the book of Acts furnishes 
us with the clearest view of the Holy 
Ghost's Personality and Divinity, as we 
should naturally expect at the beginning ot 
that new dispensation, in which He, accord- 
ing to Christ's promise, was to be the Com- 
forter and Guide of God's people. See es- 
pecially v. 1 — 4; viii. 29; xiii. 2, &c« Again, 
we should compare Isaiah, vi. 1 — 10, with 
John, xii. 37 — 41, and Acts, xxviiL 25. 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER III. 

1 . Does the word Trinity occur in Scripture ? By 
whom and why was it framed ? 

2. What would be our conception of God without 
Christianity ? 

3. What would be the natural result of such a con- 
ception ? 

4. Why is Jesus Christ called the Word? 

5. Where are we told that He is the creator of the 
world ? 

6. How has He shown us that God sympathises 
with our troubles, and loves us ? 
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7. Why could we not understand God without 
Christ ? 

8. What benefit have we derived from Christ's 
death ? 

9. What do we learn from His Resurrection ? 

10. What is Christ doing for us now ? 

11. What will He do hereafter ? 

12. Why are net the Incarnation, Death, and Re- 
surrection of Christ sufficient to restore us to God's 
likeness ? 

13. How is that work of restoration completed ? 

14. How should we show our belief in the Trinity ? 

15. Cite passages which tell us that Christ has ex- 
isted for ever, knows all things, has a right to our 
worship. 

16. Cite passages in which the Holy Ghost is pro- 
mised as the Guide and active Governor of the Church 
after Christ's ResurrectiiJn. 

1 / . Mention occasions in which He appears in that 
character. 



^^S ON SOME DIFFICULT EXPRESSIONS IN THE 

CREED. 

-, ^ . -Apostles' Creed is so called, not because it 



was writf V ^*^^^ " d.^ v.**.^«, -^^ »« 

the suh ^ *^® Apostles, but because it contains 

'^ articl*^'^^® ^^ *^® Apostles' teaching. Many of 

^ertulli^ ^^ *^® found in very early writers (as in 

^'•OQi pjj^^' ^' ^' 200) ; some seem directly imitated 

^ ^or. :^ *^^®® ^f the New Testament, as Acts iv. 24 ; 

' ^» 4 ; but the creed in its present form is 
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first given by Ruffinus, in the fourth century, as used 
in the church of Aquileia, a town at the head of the 
Adriatic. The Greek word for the Creed {<r{}pLioKoy) 
is one of the many examples of the thought that 
Christian life is a warfare against sin (See note on 
chap. yii.). It is taken from the <r6fi6o\oy (nparueriKov^ 
the tessera militarise to indicate that this Confession of 
Faith was the watchword oHh^miles Christie communi- 
cated to everyone admitted into the mtZiYia CAmf/,the 
warfare under Christ, as the Captain of our Salvation. 

1. Although the two natures of Christ are less em- 
phatically stated in this Creed than in the Nicene, yet 
the expressions "-Hw only «S'on " and " conceived of the 
Holy Ghost^^ imply His divinity, while " horn of the 
Virgin Mary " is a confession of His humanity. 

2. On the article, "-He descended into Ae^/," it will be 
sufficient here to quote St. Peter's explanation of Ps. 
xvi. 10, given in Actsii. 31, where he says that "Christ's 
soul was not left in hell, neither ^\s flesh did see cor- 
ruption." It is not to be confounded with the clause, 
"fie was buried" His body was buried in the 
grave. His soul went down to Hades, the place where 
the departed await the resurrection. HeU does not 
necessarily mean the place of torment, but (from the 
Anglo-Saxon helan, Germ. hiUlen, to cover) is some- 
times used for t?i€ grave, or a prison, here for the 
temporary abode of the souls of the dead. It is im- 
portant for us to believe that Christ underwent all 
the conditions of humanity, that he really died like 
any man, that His human soul really separated from 
His body, and underwent the same change to which 
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each of our souls is subject between death and the 
resurrection. And this we declare in this article. 

3. Catholic is universal (kotct, ?\os). The Holy 
Catholic Church is briefly explained in the prayer for 
all conditions of men, as equivalent to all who pro* 
fess and call themselves Christians ; and is more fully 
defined in Article xix. See also below, chap. vi. and 
compare 1 Cor. i. 2, aU that in every place call upon 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours. 
As this phrase denotes the body of believers in its 
outward and visible aspect, so the Communion of 
Saints expresses its ideal and inward character. 
Those who truly believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and realise the 'true intention of His Church, not 
only professing the Gospel (as all members of the 
Church do) but also sanctified thereby, are joined by 
a heartfelt bond of fellowship to one another, and to 
the Father and the Son. They are the living members 
of that body of which Christ is the Head, and to which 
the angels and the spirits of the just are also united 
by an invisible tie. Kead the words in which this 
Communion of Saints is described, in Heb. xii. 22, 23, 
and compare the language of St. John (1 John, i. 7), 
Tf we walk in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another; and again (i. 3), Truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. The 
distinction between the Holy Catholic Church and the 
Communion of Saints is illustrated by the parable of 
the tares : the tares and wheat together sown in the 
field form the Church, but the wheat alone represents 
the Communion of Saints. 
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4. For the Resurrection of the Body^ see 1 Cor. xv. 
Notice that Christians are taught to believe in the 
resurrection of the hody^ not in the mere immortality 
of the soul. Our souls will not be absorbed in 
Grod, as some have yainlj taught, and so destroyed 
all personal, individual responsibility, nor shall we 
lead in the next life a mere shadowy, unreal exist- 
ence, such as that which Homer attributes to his 
departed heroes in the Odyssey (x. 486, &c.). We 
believe that in the next world not only will our 
identity be preserved, but that we shall each be in- 
vested with what the Apostle calls a spiritual body. 
As when the butterfly emerges from the chrysalis, or 
(to take St. Paul's own analogy) when the seed is 
changed into the corn, life is attained through death, 
and the identity remains though the form is entirely 
altered, so will our present bodies be the seeds of new 
bodies, with new organisations, quite beyond our 
present conceptions. As in the animal and material 
creation we now see an infinite variety of forms and 
types, we may well imagine that God will create 
others yet more marvellous in the spiritual world. 
Learn from' this to regard our present life as, in the 
strictest sense, 3. preparation for our future life, and 
to shrink from defiling or dishonouring our present 
bodies by sin, lest the stain remain in those eternal 
bodies which are to rise from their dissolution. The 
redemption of Christ extends its blessed influence to 
all the three parts of which human nature consists, 
the body, soul, and spirit ; and all will have a share in 
the future glory of His kingdom. 

TSi 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE BAPTISMAL VOW. — PART III. 

The Ten Commandments. 

I. To each of the divisions of our Baptismal 
Y0W9 the Catechism has added a short sum- 
mary of the objects which it embraces. Thus 
the sins from which we promise to abstain 
are summed up as the dangers incurred from 
the temptations of the World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil; the faith to which we pledge our 
adherence is given in the Creed ; and so in 
like manner we find in the Ten Command- 
ments a short and comprehensive summary 
of the moral law, which we declare our readi- 
ness to keep. 

11. No one will imagine that the Ten 
Commandments in their literal meaning con- 
tain the whole of that moral law, when he 
reflects that our Saviour has extended the 
prohibition against murder to an angry 
thought, and against adultery to a wicked 
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look. * Nor shall we forget the manner in 
which, in another place, He briefly sums up 
the Commandments, as including the most 
zealous devotion both to God and to our 
neighbour, y The first four He reduces to 
the general command. Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy hearty and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind; and 
the last six he includes under the direction, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
For the Christian service of God is not 
limited to a course of conduct, such as that 
which the Ten Commandments, taken lite- 
rally, prescribe ; but can only be fulfilled by 
a devout, and willing, and purified mind. The 
whole of the Old Testament contains a suc- 
cession of proofs that they could not be ob- 
served by any mere feeling of duty ; that 
is, the principle of obedience was not suffi- 
cient to enable men to lead good lives, be- 
cause human nature was so depraved and 
corrupt, that of itself it could not turn to 
holiness. Therefore the Gospel, without 
relaxing in the slightest degree the strict 

* Matt. V. 21, 22, 27, 28. ' Matt. xxii. 37—40. 

F 2 
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morality required by the law, added to the 
principle of obedience, the more eflScacious 
one of love ; which, though no doubt recog- 
nised in the Old Testament, is not the pro- 
minent feature of that dispensation. Instead 
of giving a code of laws, and requiring us to 
observe them, it changed the Commandments 
into an inward impulse to do right, by put- 
ting God's will into men's minds, and writing 
it in their hearts*, and this in two ways, 
(1) by the doctrine of Justification by Faith, 
and (2) by that of Sanctification through the 
Spirit, 

III. First, it taught men that they are 
justified or considered righteous in God's 
sight by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The meaning of this is, that whereas God's 
favour was extended to the Jews on con- 
dition of their obeying His Commandments, it 
is now promised to all, who are united in heart 
and soul to their Saviour, by a lively and 
active faith in Him and His Eedemption. 
In this way all the purest and best feelings 
of which our nature is capable, are quick- 

■ Jer. xxxi. 33. Heb. viiL 10. 
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ened within our hearts to help us in serving 
God. We serve Him, not in order that we 
may obtain His favour, but because, for 
Christ's sake we have obtained it ; not from 
fear, but from gratitude. For we must re- 
member that when to faith is annexed the 
promise of everlasting salvation, and when 
the Apostle said of it. Who is he that 
overcometh the world, but he that believeth 
that Jesus is the Son of God 9^ the refer- 
ence is not to a belief which has its seat in 
the understanding, but to a faith which 
springs from the heart. That faith, resting 
on the mighty truth that Christ died to de- 
liver us from sin, shows itself in an earnest 
and devoted gratitude for so inestimable a 
blessing. 

IV. Thus, then, it is intended that a holy 
life should arise ; that God's commandments 
should be kept, not only as a duty, but as a 
pleasure ; that our obedience should be that 
of sons, not of slaves, by no means limited 
to the letter of God's law, but rather so active 
and ready, that we should constantly desire to 

* 1 John, V. 5. 
F 3 
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serve Him, and ever struggle onwards till all 
our thoughts and feelings are influenced by 
His most holy will. We see every day that 
such a service is far superior to a mere 
literal observance of certain definite laws. 
No one would think that a son, a brother, or 
a friend fulfilled his duty by a mere attention 
to the bare commands or requests of those 
who loved him, unless he also delighted in 
returning their affection, by spontaneous acts 
of love and kindness. No one would think 
a man even respectable, who abstained from 
robbery merely because the laws of England 
forbid it. We are required by the voice of 
society to look on offences which it pro- 
nounces dishonourable, with absolute horror 
and repugnance. If we carry out this prin- 
ciple to other sins, of which society does not 
take cognizance, we shall easily see how much 
higher is the state of his mind, who loathes 
all guilt because it is displeasing to God and 
Christ, and unworthy of our redemption, than 
the feeling of a man who would merely 
abstain from a crima because it is included 
in the letter of the Ten Commandments. 
V. Faith, then, must be the surest parent 
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of holiness, for men are not righteous because 
they perform certain actions outwardly good, 
but they must have righteous principles, and 
then they will certainly perform good actions. 
Now we see at once that there can be no 
purer source of holiness, no principle more 
entirely righteous, than that love to Christ, 
which flows from the belief that He is our 
Saviour and our Friend, and that we are ac- 
cepted by God for His sake. By such teach- 
ing, the Gospel does not interfere with the 
supreme importance of the principle of Duty, 
on the contrary, it magnifies and strengthens 
it. Conscience and Duty will always cry 
out against us when we do anything un- 
worthy of our Christian profession, and re- 
proach us for ingratitude to Him who died 
for us, while at the same time through this 
constraining power of love to Christ, as it 
grows and is strengthened within us, we shall 
shrink more and more from any violations of 
God's will. Thus it is Christianity only, 
which can enable us to realise such lan- 
guage as that in which Wordsworth ad- 
dresses Duty : — 
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^ There are, who ask nai if thine eye 
Be on them : who in love and truths 
Where no misgiring is, relj 
Upon the genial sense of jouth : 
Glad hearts, without reproach and blot. 
Who do thf work^ amd hmam it not: 
Oh ! if through confidence misplaced 
Thej fail, iky Mtwing arwu^ dread power ! around 
ikem cast 

Serene will be our days and bright, 

And happj will our nature be, 

Wlien love is an vnerring Ught, 

And joy its own security. 

And they a blissful course may h<Ad 

E*en now, who not unwisely bold. 

Live in the spirit of this creed. 

Yet find thy firm supportj according to their need.^^ ^ 

For, as our nature is so defiled bj sin, it is 
no mere *^ genial sense of youth," which can 
enable us to escape from it, for in youth as 
well as age this fatal corruption is but too 
clearly manifest. No principle can avail to 
turn our duty into our happiness, except this 
great and absorbing one of love to Christ. 
And as the perfection of this love is the per- 
fection of religion, and really would enable 

•* Wordsworth, Ode to Duty. 
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us to "do God's work and know it not;" 
so the first beginnings of this love, result- 
ing from the faith that Christ has died for 
us, should be the beginning of all true 
efforts after holiness. Turning first to Christ 
because we long to be delivered from our 
sins^ and believe that He alone can save 
us^ we shall begin to love Him^ and from 
loving we shall proceed to serving Him, till 
at last it becomes^ our happiness to exert 
ourselves actively for God's glory, by setting 
a pure and holy example, by helping and 
persuading all under our influence to lead a 
Christian life, by taking all possible oppor- 
tunities of carrying on Christ's work on 
earth. 

VI. Secondly, the means of accomplishing 
this service were to be given to us, as we 
saw in the last chapter, by the presence of 
God the Holy Ghost, inspiring us with hatred 
to sin and love to Christ, dwelling in our 
hearts to strengthen and direct us, to foster 
every good resolution, and help us to over- 
come the evil principles which defile us. For 
our minds are so corrupted, that in spite of 
the gratitude which the thought of Christ's 
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Death should excite within us, we are still 
in our own strength unable to turn to God, 
or to grow in holiness. It has therefore 
pleased God to help us by a strength better 
than our own, by the silent teaching of His 
Blessed Spirit, whom He sends in answer to 
our prayers, to help us against temptation, 
to purify our hearts from evil thoughts, to 
give us power to do our duty. / will pray 
the FatheVy said our Lord, and He shall 
give you another Comforter that He may abide 
with you for ever,^ Thus guided by holy 
principles and Divine help, we may hope to 
keep God's commandments in the spirit and 
not in the letter. We have indeed no sen- 
sible signs that the Holy Ghost is with us, 
except the improvement and sanctification of 
our lives. We must not imagine that He 
will exercise His power on our hearts by 
excited and overwrought feelings ; it is quite 
possible to feel a great deal while we do very 
little, or on the other hand to be disappointed 
and distressed at the coldness of our hearts, 
though in reality we are steadily advancing 

^ JuliD, xiv. 16. 
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in a consistent course of right conduct. 
Works are the only proofs of faith, or of 
the Holy Spirit's presence within us. Our 
feelings may be roused or depressed by many 
natural causes, but a life of active and in- 
creasing goodness is the gift of God alone. 
Even if in spite of prayer we are still an- 
xious, uneasy, and irresolute, and are tempted 
to doubt whether God really hears us, or 
really sends His Spirit to help us, we must 
return to the comforting assurance by which 
Christ Himself strengthened His disciples 
when He said to them. If ye being evil know 
how to give good gifts unto your childrefi, how 
much more shall your heavenly Father give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?^ 
Therefore, trusting to this promise, animated 
and quickened by faith in Christ, and pray- 
ing earnestly for the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
we shall look forward in humble confidence 
to that gradual change in our lives and cha- 
racters which will prove to us that His help 
is a most solemn, and comforting, and en* 
couraging reality. 

* Luke, xi. 13. 
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VIL "We have seen then by what means 
and in what spirit Christians are to obey 
God's commandments. They are a short 
summary of the moral law binding on us 
originally as beings possessing conscience 
and reason, confirmed by the express decla- 
ration of God to the Jews on Mount Sinai, 
and now rendered doubly obligatory to us, 
not merely in their letter, but in the widest 
possible extension of their spirit, by the gra- 
titude and love which must result from a 
true faith in Christ, and from the new 
strength given us to fulfil them. We are 
not indeed to imagine that this faith, or this 
help, will enable us immediately to fulfil 
God's law. The process must be gradual. 
First, our faith will be weak and irresolute, 
and then our constant prayer must be, ^* Lord, 
increase it."® But even when it is increased 
by the iiifluence of God's Spirit, we must 
recollect that the corruption of our nature 
remains, and will constantly dim its bright- 
ness. Nor shall we forget that it is by our 
works that God will judge us at the last; 

* Luke, xvii. 5. 
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they must prove the reality of our faith and 
love, or else we shall forfeit for ever our 
place in Heaven. 

VIII. From the view of Christian obe- 
dience which has just been given, it follows 
that two of its intended characteristics are 
thoughtfulness and cheerfulness. We have 
seen that it is the service of a son, not of a 
slave ; not of compulsion, but of a ready mind. 
Hence he who desires to serve God as a 
Christian must use the understanding which 
God has given him to know his duty, and 
pray that it may be sanctified by that Holy 
Spirit who is the Spirit of wisdom no less 
than the Spirit of zeal and love. He must 
always think and often act for himself. No 
doubt he will carefully seek for the advice 
and support of those who are older and wiser 
than he is, or who are united to him by a 
natural or spiritual tie. In many things im- 
plicit obedience to them will be a matter of 
duty and pleasure, no less than of necessity. 
But while he earnestly eschews an unblest 
spirit of pride and self-will, he must re- 
member that a Christian ought to be fully 
persuaded in his own mind, that he must not 

G 
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only be submissive^ but that as he grows older 
he must also learn to be independent, trust- 
ing always to those whom he respects and 
loves, but at the same time self-relying, and 
that he may be so without sin or danger, 
because in truth he relies and depends di- 
rectly upon God. Thus a new and most 
solemn motive is suggested for industry, for 
strengthening the mind, and adding to our 
stores of knowledge, since by cultivating for 
Christ's service those intellectual faculties 
which our Father has bestowed upon us, we 
are gradually made wise unto salvation, able 
as we grow older more and more clearly to 
judge and act for ourselves, to discern right 
from wrong in any moral difficulty, to ap- 
prove things that are more excellent, to put 
away trifling scruples while we maintain 
great principles unbroken, to rise superior 
to all mistaken and unworthy views of the 
Gospel, while we earnestly cling to the con- 
viction that we must never indulge in the 
smallest sin, and that any violation of duty 
separates us from the love of Jesus Christ. 

IX. So too the obedience of a Christian 
is intended to be a cheerful service. It is 
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not indeed maintained that every Christian 
is always necessarily cheerful : still, if 
Christ's service is perfect freedom, it must 
tend to peace and cheerfulness. No doubt 
Christ's servant will often be distressed by 
sins and shortcomings; he cannot repent 
without contrition; he cannot carry on a 
struggle against sin without diflSculty, dis- 
appointment, and sorrow. He may perhaps 
be brought to Christ by a searching and 
painful discipline ; perhaps he may be led to 
Him gently and happily. But the more he 
is convinced that God loves him and sent 
Christ to die for him, the more cheerful and 
happy will he be under the consciousness of 
His Almighty protection. The more fully 
he is assured that the desire to forsake sin 
comes from above, the more certain will he 
feel that He who has begun a good work in 
him will confirm it unto the end. The more 
he learns to act on principle, the less will he 
be troubled by scruples, and doubts, and 
difficulties about trifling matters. If he falls 
he will grieve over his weakness, atfd repent 
and pray for pardon ; if he has injured 

another person he will not be happy till he 
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has done what he can to make amends for 
the injury ; if he is in a false or dangerous 
position, exposed to temptations from which 
he can.be delivered by his own efforts, in- 
volved in any line of conduct which is not 
perfectly open and straightforward, he will 
not rest till he has removed all misconcep- 
tion, and done all that he can to remove 
himself from danger. But he will trust to 
Christ's Atonement for full and free forgive- 
ness, he will remember that the lesson of the 
Gospel is, Go and sin no more, the past is 
irrevocable, but the future is certainly his 
own. His life must mainly be a life of 
struggle, but it will be of thoughtful and of 
cheerful struggle, the happy effort of a child 
to do the will of a loving Father, of a younger 
Brother to walk after the pattern and teach- 
ing of One, who however far above us in 
wisdom, in holiness, and in power, yet is not 
ashamed to call us brethren. 

X. Yet, while cheerfulness is a charac- 
teristic of the Christian life, while the ser- 
vice to which we are called is a reasonable 
service, and we are bidden to sta?id fast in 
the liberty wherewith Christ has made us 
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free^ we must not forget on the other hand 
to be watchful, to look into our hearts, to 
guard against our peculiar temptations, to 
discover and to resist, each for himself, by 
the help and blessing of God, his besetting 
sin. In the case of young persons, the 
natural obstacles to God's service may be 
ranged generally under six heads, — selfish- 
ness ; vanity and the love of applause ; care- 
lessness ; weakness ; faults of temper ; and 
the desire of indulging bodily appetites. It 
cannot indeed be said that every danger 
which disturbs them can be reduced to one 
of these heads ; ambition and pride for in- 
stance are omitted, since they are more com- 
monly the dangers of men than of boys; 
and falsehood is not mentioned, because it 
seems in most cases to be the result either of 
selfishness or weakness, rather than an ori- 
ginal and primary temptation. Still there 
are exceptions ; we do find both ambition and 
pride manifested in the young, and persons 
of all ages have to struggle against a natural 
want of openness and candour. Therefore, 
without attempting any exhaustive classifica- 
tion, it will be sufficient to call the attention 

G 3 
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of those who desire to make their Confirma- 
tion the beginning of a new life, to the six 
forms of evil which have been mentioned, 
since it is probable that through one of these, 
temptation to sin will act upon them. Such 
temptation must be resisted by watchfulness 
and active efforts. A selfish person must 
deliberately resolve to give up his own incli- 
nations for the sake of others, that he may 
gain the habit of self-denial, and experience 
the truth of our Lord's assurance, It is more 
blessed to ffive than to receive. He who is 
naturally vain and eager to put prominently 
forward his own real or fancied merits, must 
avoid any needless display of them, abstain- 
ing, for example, from talking for the sake of 
appearing clever or witty, and even from oc- 
cupations which, not being in themselves 
necessary or especially desirable, encourage 
too high an estimate of his own powers or 
accomplishments. A weak boy may find it 
expedient to abstain from certain amuse- 
ments or certain kinds of society which, 
though not bad in themselves, are bad for 
him, because they have already led him 
astray. Each of us has to bear his own 
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burden, each thoughtful heart knows its own 
bitterness, everyone who is in earnest in try- 
ing to love Christ will be ready to sacrifice 
pleasures, advantages, and indulgences for 
His sake, remembering His own warning, 
that whoso does not take up his cross^ and 
follow Him^ cannot be His disciple. 

XL But after all, we must remember^ 
tliat these struggles and efforts are but subsi* 
diary to the great instrument of success, ear- 
nest and devoted and continual prayer. Or 
rather, perhaps, such efforts are to be con- 
sidered as a part of prayer, a proof that we 
are really anxious for what we ask, and are 
ready to exert ourselves in order to ob- 
tain it. We must not forget how often 
Christ connects together, as parts of one 
great duty, watchfulness and prayer. Any 
one who wishes to procure a favour from 
another, does not content himself with merely 
asking, but makes it manifest in many other 
ways that he truly and eagerly desires it. 
And in proportion to the eagerness shown 
is the readiness of the other to grant the 
favour desired. It is just so in our requests 
to God. As He requires the service of the 
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heart j 80 He demands the prayers of the heart, 
that is, prayers really earnest^ flowing from 
an awakened and purified conscience, and a 
mind whose deepest and most pervading 
anxiety is to attain to holiness and ever- 
lasting glory. To such a mind He gives the 
aid of His Spirit, and ability to struggle 
asainst the evil inclination which most defiles 
it. To one He gives kindness by the same 
Spirit, to another strength of mind by the 
same Spirit, to another thoughtfulness by the 
same Spirit, to another love for others by 
the same Spirit, to each one that Christian 
grace for which he is diligently seeking, by 
watching and by prayer. 



a prayer that we may desire to do 

god's will. 

Almighty Father, who hast vouchsafed to 
deliver me from the power of darkness, and to 
translate me into the kingdom of Thy dear Son, 

1 pray. Thee to pour Thy Spirit into my heart, 
that by Him I may be quickened to newness of 
life. Lord, teach me to love Thy commandment?, 
and to find my chief delight in doing Thy holy 
will. Deliver me from the bondage of evil 
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habits, evil desires, and evil tempers ; save me 
from selfishness, vanity, and thoughtlessness ; 
give me strength and vigour to fulfil my resolu- 
tions, and to do all such good works as Thou 
hast prepared for me to walk in. May I obey 
Thy blessed commandments, not outwardly only, 
but inwardly, and do Thou, by Thy Holy Spirit^ 
check every thought or desire of disobedience. 
May they be written on my heart, according to 
Thy own promise ; may I love Thee with all 
my mind, and soul, and strength; and may I 
love those around me as Christ has loved me. 
Lord, hear my humble and earnest prayer, and 
giva me strength for Thy service according to 
my need, through the same Jesus Christ, Thy 
Son our Lord. Amen. 



In connection with this chapter should be 
read the following parts of Scripture: — Matt. 
V. 13—48; vii. 13 — 20; xxv. 14—30; 
Mark, x. 17 — 31; Luke, vii. 36 — 50; xii. 
35—48; XV. 11—32^; Gal. ii. 15—21; iii. 

' Those who can procure ** Arnold's Christian Life, 
its Hopes, and Fears, and Close," should not fail to 
read the application of this passage to persons whose 
difficulties arise from other dangers than riches, con** 
tained in Sermon xxiii., " Christ's Warning to the 
Young." 
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22—29; 1 Pet. i. 15—25; ii.; 1 John, iv. 
7 — 21; Exod. xix. 1 — 9; xx. 1 — 21, com- 
pared with Heb. xii. 12—29; James, ii. 
14—26. 



QUESTIONS OX CHAPTER IV. 

1. Why are the Ten Commandments inserted in the 
Catechism ? 

2. How has Christ extended the injunction of the 
Sixth Commandment ? How of the Seventh ? 

3. To what general precept does He reduce the 
first four ? To what the last six ? 

4. Why is the principle of obedience insufficient to 
make men good ? 

5. What principle is added to this in the Gospel ? 

6. How are we justified, or accounted righteous, 
by God ? 

7. What is the na.ture of Christian Faith P 

8. From what feelings and motives ought Christians 
especially to observe God's Commandments ? 

9. To enable us to lead holy lives, what else is ne- 
cessary besides a right principle of conduct ? 

10. What are the signs of the presence of the Holy 
Ghost ? 

11. How do we obtain His help? 

12. How will the reality of our faith be tested at 
the day of Judgement? 
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13. Wbat is the nature of the service to which 
Christ has called us ? 



NOTE ON THE TEN COMMANDMENTS. 

The first Commandment in its simplest sense for- 
bids the worship of any false god ; and so was vio- 
lated, for example, when Ahab introduced into Israel 
the religion of Baal. By us, who are not tempted to 
literal polytheism, it will be violated if we forget our 
Lord's words, Ye cannot serve God and Mammon^ or 
those of St. John, Love not the worlds neither the 
things of the world : if any man love the worlds the love 
of the Father is not in him ; or generally if we give 
ourselves up to any passion or desire inconsistent with 
our devotion to God. 

The second Commandment forbids us to represent 
God under any visible form, which would lower our 
conception of the Divine Majesty. It was violated 
when Jeroboam introduced into Israel the worship of 
the golden calf. It is violated by us, not only when 
we make an idol of an unlawful inclination, forgetting 
St. Paurs injunction to mortify our members which 
are on the earthy fornication^ uncleanness, inordinate 
affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is 
IDOLATET (for this falls also under the first), but 
when we misuse any lawful feeling or affection, 
making it minister to evil and not to good. Thus 
Friendship, though clearly right, and sanctioned by 
our Lord's own example, may become idolatry, if 
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carried on in a selfish spirit, and without any de- 
sire to sanctify it to God's glory and the highest good 
of our friend. " Idolatry is the setting up some idea 
which is kindred to our own minds, and putting it 
in the place of Christ, who alone cannot be made an 
idol, because He combines all ideas of perfection, 
and exhibits them in their just harmony and com- 
bination. Even truth and justice may be made idols, 
for they cannot supply all the food that the mind 
wants, and whilst worshipping them, reverence and 
humility and tenderness may very likely be forgotten. 
But Christ Himself includes at once truth and jus- 
tice, and all those other qualities too."* Again, 
it borders on idolatry so to multiply outward forms 
and symbols of worship as to obscure the great truth 
that God is a Spirit, or to suppose that it can avail 
us to have come to Church, or repeated prayers, or 
received the Holy Communion, unless the heart and 
mind were in the act. 

The third Commandment forbids all irreverence to 
God, or neglect of His will, in thought, word, or 
deed. The opposite to taking His name in vain is 
hallowincr it. See note at the end of ch. v. 

The fourth Commandment enjoins us to consecrate 
to God's service a definite portion of time. Occupied 
as we are by earthly occupations and amusement>s, 
we are bound to rest from them awhile in order to 
turn our thoughts to heavenly duties, and to show, by 
joining in common worship, that we ar« united with 
our brethren by heavenly as well as earthly ties. 

« Arnold's Life, p. 380. 
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This principle is laid down in the Commandment, 
but as Christians serve God in the spirit and not in 
the letter, the day originally devoted to this purpose 
has been changed to one more directly connected with 
our faith and hope in Christ, than that which was of 
old appointed for the Jews. On the same grounds we 
must not fall into the error of limiting our thoughts 
of God to this day, but we must rather remember 
that all days are His, and thus the rest and observ- 
ances of Sunday should help us to fulfil the words of 
the Catechism in its exposition of this Commandment, 
by serving Him truly all the days of our life. 

The Commandments of the second Table begin by 
enjoining us in ^ejifth to honour our parents, and 
therefore all who stand to us in any similar relation. 
For one who is to be trained and educated as a child 
of God, there is no Commandment more important 
than this, because by honouring an earthly father, 
he will be taught this very lesson of obeying and 
loving his heavenly Father, and believing that all 
God's children are his brethren. The love of an 
earthly home and our own immediate family typi- 
fies to us the love of our heavenly home, and the 
great family for which Christ died. Hence to this 
Commandment a special promise is attached. We 
are to honour our parents that our days may be 
long in the land which the Lord our God hath 
given us. God gave the Jews the land of Palestine, 
flowing with milk and honey, the glory of all lands, 
into which He led them firom the bondage of Egypt. 
God has given to Christians, as their inheritance, the 

H 
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kingdom and Church of Christ, founded on earth in 
His Death and Resurrection, hereafter to be glorified 
and perfected in Heaven, into which He has brought 
us from the bondage of sin. As the Jews were al- 
lowed to retain their possession of the earthly Pales- 
tine, so to us is granted the enjoyment of the spiritual 
Palestine, on the condition of submission to law and 
order, of sanctifying the ties of kindred and family, 
of honouring parents, teachers, rulers, and so by obey- 
ing man, learning to serve and reverence God. As 
the Jews forfeited their inheritance when these princi- 
ples were forgotten, so shall we lose our place in Grod's 
kingdom by self-will, arrogance, and disobedience, 
and neglecting those earthly duties which our Lord 
Himself so lovingly and punctually performed. 

The sixths seventh^ eighth^ and ninth Command- 
ments forbid injury to our neighbour, (1) by causeless 
anger, and violence, (2) by indulging impure passions 
and thoughts and words, (3) by dishonesty and fraud, 
(4) by slander and calumny. And the teidh goes to 
the root of all these offences by forbidding those co- 
vetous desires, and envious feelings, and selfish jea- 
lousies, which not only destroy brotherly love among 
God's people, but bear fruit in the violation of the 
Commandments which have preceded it. 

Notice, in conclusion, the preface to the Com- 
mandments, suggesting to Israel, much more to us, 
love and gratitude as the motives to obedience : / am 
the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of 
!Egypt^ out of the home of bondage. 1 am the Lord 
thy God, who brought thee out of the bondage of sin, 
into the liberty wherewith Christ hath made thee free. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PBAYEB. 

I. When a person who is anxious to observe 
the vow made for him in his Baptism^ begins 
to put his good intentions into practice^ he 
soon finds that he is weak and helpless^ and 
will therefore be desirous to seek for aid 
elsewhere^ that is, he will betake himself 
to prayer. It is needless to do more than 
refer to one or two well-known passages- in 
Scripture which prove how full, how constant, 
and how repeated are the promises that God 
will hear our prayers. If ye ask anything 
in my Name I will do it ^ If y^ abide in 
me, and my words abide in youy ye shall ask 
what ye will, and it shall be done unto you. ^ 
Or, to take a passage similar to one which 
was quoted in the last chapter : if ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 

" John, xiv« 14. * John, xv. 7. 
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yovr children^ how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask Him 9^ Such are only a few of 
the declarations that 'God most assuredly hears 
and answers our prayers. Some have found 
a difficulty in fully accepting these promises, 
from the notion that as God is all- wise and 
all-good^ His plans cannot be altered or mo- 
dified by any requests or suggestions of ours. 
But though it is not conceivable that our 
prayers should oblige God to listen to our 
wishes, we can perfectly understand that He 
Himself may choose so to modify His provi- 
dential purposes. He, who is Almighty^ has 
condescended to reveal to us that in arrang- 
ing His government of our affairs, He takes 
account of the earnest desires and requests 
of those who approach Him through His 
Son Jesus Christ ; thereby teaching us prac- 
tically that we are His children^ and helping 
us to love Him with true piety and affec- 
tionate devotion. Just as He has told ua 
that His intentions as to our eternal state 
in the next world are made to depend upon 

* Matt. vii. 11. 
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our actions^ so also is He pleased to con- 
nect our condition now^ in spiritual mat- 
ters entirely^ and in temporal things to a 
great extent, with the sincerity and earnest- 
ness of our prayers. Of course both these 
arrangements result merely from God's Al- 
mighty wilL He might have resolved to be 
influenced by nothing which we could either 
do or say, but it is His pleasure to take com- 
passion upon us, and listen to the humble 
expression of our earnest wishes. First, 
therefore, we must be convinced that we 
need God's help, and then we must seek it 
diligently and constantly. Here, as in all 
other things, our Lord in His human nature 
has furnished us with the principles which 
should guide our conduct. He held con- 
tinual communion with His Father; it is 
even recorded that He remained a whole 
night in prayer to God. ^ This example 
may teach us that a life of prayer implies 
something deeper than a mere petition for 
God's blessing in the evening and in the 
morning, however essential it may be for us 

^ Luke, vi. 12. 
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thus to seek His grace before the day's work 
begins^ and His forgiveness and comfort 
when it is over. But we shall also feel the 
need of His help to hold us up during the 
day^ and shall make it a rule^ in the course 
of our daily work, to consecrate some few 
minutes to God, and pray for His help to 
deliver us from the temptations which sur- 
round us on every side. Such prayers would 
extend a blessed and hallowing influence 
over our most absorbing occupations, we 
should find in them fresh supplies of spiritual 
strength, we should be reminded by them 
how necessary is constant watchfulness ; they 
would keep alive within us the recollection^ 
that at every moment of our lives we are on 
the one hand exposed to danger, but that on 
the other we need never be separated from 
our Father's love and care. Acting in the 
spirit of St. Paul's precept to pray without 
ceasing y^ and endeavouring to reconcile it 
with the duty of punctually and diligently 
performing all our daily work, and with the 
right of seeking relaxation in lawful amuse^ 

"" 1 Thess. V. 17. 
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inent> we shall try to call up thoughts of 
Christ at all hours and in all places. In the 
midst of work or of pleasure, we shall breathe 
a silent petition for His blessing, remembering 
that a Christian is bound to hallow every oc- 
cupation to his Master's glory, and to exclude 
from it even the smallest sin. Hence, too, 
it would follow that no occupation, in the 
course of which the remembrance of Jesus 
Christ cannot fitly return to the mind, and 
on which we cannot ask for His blessing, is 
proper for those who are baptized into His 
Name, and have been brought by Him into 
the chosen family of God. 

.II. When we read in the Bible the above 
strong declarations, that whatever we ask we 
shall receive, our first impulse must be to 
imagine that every blessing, spiritual or tem- 
poral, is placed within our reach. But we 
must remember the limitation which is put 
to this by the general idea of God and of 
His laws, which we obtain from the Bible 
and from our conscience. We know most cer- 
tainly two things on this subject, first, that 
the blessings of this life are often not in 
reality blessings, but curses, inasmuch as 
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they make us love the world too well> prev^it 
US from our thinking of Christ or desiring 
His salvation^ and encourage us in selfishness 
and carelessness : secondly, that our Father 
who is in heaven, has numbered all the haixs 
of our head, and knows better what is good 
for us than we do ourselves. Now if we 
really with our hearts accept these two great 
truths, we certainly shall make use of them 
in our prayers. We shall never pray for a 
temporal blessing without the reservation, 
^^ if Thou, O Father, seest that it is good for 
me to have it." If we do not act thus, we 
do not believe what Christ has told us, and 
therefore have no reason to expect His 
blessing on our prayers. For instance, if 
we were to pray for great riches, we should 
not only prove in general that our state 
of mind was worldly, and that therefore 
the love of the Father was not in us, but 
also more particularly, that we had no faith 
in Christ's declaration that it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle, • 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom 
of God. ^ Again, we must remember, that 

'^ Matt. xix. 24. 
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It is no limitation of Christ's promise to con- 
fine it to the objects for which He was sent 
into the world. If a merchant, on starting 
for some distant expedition, were to promise 
his children that he would bring them what- 
ever they asked, it would be plainly no limi- 
tation of his promise to say that he only 
meant the productions of those countries 
which he was going to visit A man going 
to Africa would not be considered to have 
broken his promise if he did not bring his 
children the produce of a northern climate* 
Now the objects for which Christ came to us 
are not connected with our temporal pros- 
perity, but with our growth in holiness and 
our eternal welfare. We 'shall not, indeed, 
hesitate to make our temporal concerns a 
matter of prayer, because we know that they 
do materially affect our progress in goodness, 
and also that our kind and loving Saviour 
cares for them all. This is one of the chief 
blessings of His Redemption and Mediation ; 
this is one great benefit which we derive 
from the assurance that He took our na- 
ture upon Him. Having made Himself 
Man, he knows thoroughly what is in man. 
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He is fally aware of all our wants and weak- 
nesses. And therefore we have no want, no 
desire, which is too trifling to be made an 
object of His tenderest sympathy. We may 
have feelings and troubles which we should 
scarcely like to confess to the very dearest 
earthly friend or relation, because they might 
laugh at us for feeling annoyance at a thing 
in their eyes so worthless. But Christ can 
feel for us in everything, and therefore iu 
everything we may claim His help ; nor is 
there any trouble which we may not ask 
Him to remove. Only we shall ask Him 
according to His own directions. We shall 
remember that when St. Paul was troubled 
by what he calls' a thorn in the fleshy the 
messenger of Satan to buffet hiniy that is, 
some secret vexation which interfered with 
his happiness, and undivided attention to 
God's service, he besought the Lord thrice 
that it should depart from him. But what 
was the answer ? Not that the trouble . 
should be removed, but that strength should 
be given to him to bear it. My strength is 
sufficient for thee^ for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness* ® 

« 2 Cor. xii. 7—9. 
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III. But we have a jet higher example to 
teach us the spirit in which we ought to pray 
for temporal blessings. Our Lord Himself, 
in His agony in the garden, prayed that the 
cup might pass from Him, if it was His 
Father's wilL^ And we are told expressly, 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews, that His 
prayer was heard. We read there tha.t 
Christ in the days of His fleshy when He 
had offered up prayers and supplications unth 
strong crying and tears unto Him that was 
able to save Him from deaths was heard in 
that He feared,^ Now we know that He 
did not receive the literal accomplishment of 
His prayer. He was not saved from death, 
for if He had been, we should not have been 
redeemed. But there appeared an angel from 
heaven strengthening HimJ God answered 
His prayer in His own way. He helped Him 
to bear what it was necessary that He should 
undergo. And so it will be with us. What- 
ever temporal evil we suffer, whatever tem- 
poral good we are forbidden to share, if we 



p Luke, xxij. 42. « Heb. v. 7. 

' Luke, zxii. 43. 
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make our discomfort the subject of prayer to 
God^ He will either grant us what we ask^ 
or give us grace and strength to bear His 
refusal. Only we must pray to God as 
Christians should, and as Christ their Mas- 
ter has taught them. Not my willy He said, 
but Thine be done. God's will is always 
to promote our real and true happiness, in 
every matter, whether small or great : for if 
He has numbered the hairs of our head, He 
has surely reckoned up also our sorrows and 
our joys. 

IV. But when we turn from petitions for 
temporal blessings, to prayers for improve- 
ment in holiness and Christian feeling, we 
shall remember that these are Christ's espe- 
cial gifts to His people, and that these He 
promised to give us when His earthly work 
was over, and He ascended to His Father. 
For these, therefore, we may pray, with 
the fullest confidence that God will grant 
us what we ask. Here we must remem- 
ber that two things are necessary for the 
accomplishment of our prayers: persever- 
ance and watchfulness. We must not only 
ask God to deliver us from our sins, but 
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we must ourselves be on our guard against 
the smallest approach to them^ and ready to 
defend ourselves at any moment by a prayer 
for help, and a struggle for victory. We must 
also endeavour by thought and prayer to find 
out what our faults are ; for the delusion of 
sin is so strong and deceptive, that we are not 
only unable to conquer our faults without 
God's help, but are even incapable of know- 
ing them. Therefore we must really and 
sincerely pray to God for the great gift of 
self-knowledge, that we may know what our 
character is. Such prayer is surely followed 
by God's help : His Spirit teaches us to 
compare our own conduct with the standard 
of Christ's religion, and to see in how many 
respects it differs from His declared will. He 
brings home to our hearts also the connection 
between different sins, how from one we are 
led on to another, and so at last become con- 
firmed in the habit of both. For instance, it 
is certain that a person who is very weak and 
irresolute, is also often apt to be deceitful. 
For no doubt it requires moral courage always 
to speak the truth ; a weak and irresolute boy 
often desires to keep on good terms with the 
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servants of Christ, and the servants of evil \ 
he is half ashamed of yielding to the latter, 
and is anxious at the same time to keep up 
a fair appearance with those whose appro- 
bation he knows to be really . best worth 
having. So he is led from weakness to deceit, 
from deceit to positive falsehood, merely be- 
cause, in defiance of the express warning of 
Scripture, he has attempted to combine the 
service of God and Mammon." So, again, 
falsehood often springs from selfishness, for 
he who is bent above all things on devising 
plans for his own gratification, cannot bear to 
give them up when truth and goodness inter- 
pose barriers in the way of their accomplish- 
ment. Then he at once oversteps these bar- 
riers, he fabricates falsehoods to minister to 
his own enjoyment, and further his own 
devices. Hence with our prayers should be 
combined a strict self-examination, that so 
we may trace the commission of open and 
fiacrrant sins to the existence of some hidden 
evil in our characters, against which it is es- 
pecially ncedftil to watch and pray. 

• Matt vi. 24. 
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V. AboTe all, we must at no time suflfer 
ourselves to forget the great truth, that 
without Christ we can do nothing^ ^ that 
in ourselves we have no power to change 
our hearts, but that the Spirit of God alone 
can enable us to conquer our natural dispo- 
sitions, and that His help must therefore be 
sought by continual prayer. Nor will there 
be much difficulty in ascertaining whether 
we have really obtained His help or not, and 
whether we are or are not quenching the 
good thoughts which He suggests to us. 
His workings, indeed, will not be consciously 
felt and recognised by us whilst they are prO" 
ceedingi for their operation is silent and un- 
perceived. Just as our bodies grow, and 
continue to be guided by the marvellous me- 
chanism which directs, them, without our 
feeling it, and as every instant of our earthly 
life is really, though not to us consciously, 
sustained by the loving care of our Father 
who is in heaven, so also to those who watch 
and pray, the spiritual life is supported and 
strengthened by the Spirit of God, even 

* John, XV. 6, 
I 2 
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though they are not sensible of His pre- 
sence. They carry on their quiet course of 
prayer and inward struggle, and thus their 
moral condition is gradually changed and 
improyed, like the bodily health of one who 
has been gaining every day, without per- 
ceiving it, fresh strength and vigour from the 
operation of some wisely-chosen medicine* 
And meantime, as we Imow that all good 
thoughts come from that Spirit, we must be 
on our guard against quenching and stifling 
them, by yielding to the suggestions of self- 
ishness and sin. Whenever we feel disposed 
to neglect or postpone a duty, to indulge an 
evil passion or temper, or give way to any 
fault £^ainst which we have prayed, we know 
that the enemy of our souls is laying a snare 
for us, and seeking to quench the good desires 
suggested by the Holy Spirit of God and 
Christ. It is ours to choose which we will 
follow, the dictates of Him who is sent to 
us by our Saviour in answer to our prayers, 
to bless us and make us His for ever and 
ever> or of him who labours for our eternal 
ruin. 

VI. Neither must we forget that with all 
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our prayers for ourselves^ supplioations for 
others also must be united. Indeed, if we 
have any true feelings of affection for a &iend 
or relation, we naturally feel an impulse to 
pray for him. And it must be our constant en- 
deavour to extend these feelings and prayers 
more and more widely, not only to make the 
wants of our near friends a subject of prayer, 
but to pray for blessings on our country, on 
the whole church of Christ, on all who are 
in danger, necessity, and tribulation, to ask 
Grod to have mercy upon all men. This 
practice of intercession for others is re- 
markably taught us in the form of prayer 
given us by our Saviour Himself. 

VII. The Lord's Prayer is repeated in the 
Oateohism as the model of all our supplica- 
tions, and the summary to which all can be 
reduced. Though intended by our Lord to 
be used in the actual words in which it oc- 
curs in Scripture, yet His chief design in 
giving it was to provide us with a kind of 
fonntain of prayer, from which we may draw 
copious supplies for longer and more par- 
ticular devotions. Beginning by addressing 
God as a Father, and thereby acknowledging 

z 3 
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that we are Hia childrrai, throngh Him who 
has delivered us from the bondage of oorrap- 
tion, we are further taught to invoke Him as 
our Father, confessing ourselves to be mem- 
bers of a body, so that evei^ one of us seeks 
to draw God's blessing on the wants and 
necessities of the whole, just as he is hereafter 
to partake in the glory of all hb brethren. 
Thus he supplicates in behalf of all^ what he 
asks for himself, since in fact the kingdom of 
God in its perfection can only come to him in 
as far as it comes to all; for till all men 
have become members of it, not merely in 
profession, but in deed and in truth, sin 
and hatred and disunion must still remain 
upon earth. Therefore till all men share the 
blessings which are asked for in the Lord's 
Prayer, every individual must suffer, in some 
degree, from finding himself unable to realise 
at all times the happiness of universal peace 
and love. To this title we add, which art in 
Heaven^ in order that nothing earthly may 
be joined to our conception of the spiritual 
majesty of God. We pray that His Name, 
(2. e. His character and all His relations to 
us) may be hallowed, by our praising andac- 
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knowledging Him not in words onljr, but in 
our hearts and lives. Next we ask that the 
holy society of God's children, which has 
been founded in the power of Christ His 
Son, may be ever more and more firmly 
planted among mankind, may grow continu- 
ally in holiness, and extend its limits, while 
Christ's redeeming influence triumphs over 
all His enemies, till it reaches that promised 
consummation when all opposition will be 
cast under His feet, and God will be all in 
all.'* We pray also that men may have 
strength to do His will as entirely on earthy 
as it is done by the angels and spirits who 
have never fallen. Turning now from the 
contemplation of God to the consideration 
ourselves, we ask first for the temporal supply 
of wants^ since our earthly state is to a great 
extent the foundation of our spiritual con-> 
dition ; praying, as Solomon did, neither for 
poverty nor riches^ but to he fod with food 
convenient for us,^ Then we beg for for- 
giveness, acknowledging that we can only 
claim that blessing, if we on our parts are 

« 1 Cor. XV. 28. ^ Prov. xxx. 8. 
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ready to forgive those who have treapaased 
against us. We then divert our thoughts 
from the past to the future, praying God 
not merely to save us frcmi such heavy trials 
of our faith as those to which Abraham^ 
imd Job^ were exposed, but further, so to 
arrange His providential government of the 
world, as not to lead us into circumstances 
of temptation, but that we may be delivered 
from all evil. Finally, we ascribe to God 
all power, dominion, and glory, and so, as 
it were, throw ourselves entirely on His 
protection and Almighty care. 



PRAYER rOR god's GUIDANCE IN OUR 

DEVOTIONS. 

Alhightt God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through Him of all those whom He 
has redeemed, send to me Thy Holy Spirit^ to 
teach me how to pray. I confess to thee my 
past indifference and negligence. Forgive me, 
Lord, for such great and grievous sin. Enable 
me to know by my own experience the blessing 

"^ Gen. Exii. ' Job, i. 8—12. 
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and happiness of prayer, make me ready at all 
times and places to turn my heart to Thee, and 
seek Thy Spirit's aid. Help me, also, to value 
Thy puhlic worship more deeply, to care more 
for holy things, to love my brethren more 
heartily, and therefore to join with greater ear- 
nestness in the prayers of Thy Church. Open 
my heart that I may understand Thy holy 
Scriptures, make Thy Gospel the guide of my 
life, and create in me a willing obedience to its 
teaching. May I sometimes think of Thee and 
of Thy Son, amidst the stir and bustle of my 
daily life ; may I be more desirous of holiness 
and life eternal, and therefore more ready to 
enjoy the blessed privilege of communion with 
Thee, in every one of Thy appointed ways. 
Grant also, Lord, to others all the blessings 
which I ask for myself, especially to all who are 
dearest to me, to my friends and relations^ and 
to every member of this School. Four upon us 
all the spirit of grace and supplication^ increase 
in our hearts every good and holy desire, and 
bring us at last to Thine eternal kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The following parts of Scripture bear on 
the subjects of this chapter : — 

Matt. vi. 5 — 15., xxvi. 36 — 46.; Luke, xi. 
1 — 13., xviii. 1 — 14., xxii. 39 — 46. ; John, 
xvi. 23—27. ; Rom. viii. 26—28. ; Eph. vi. 
10—20.; 1 Tim. ii. 1—8.; James, v. 13—18. 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER V. 

1. Quote passages which tell us that Grod hears our 
prayers. 

2. Answer the objection to prayer, that as God is 
Almin[hty and All- wise, His plans cannot be influenced 
by the wishes of beings whose faculties are limited. 

3. Show that such an objection might be also urged 
against a future judgement. 

4. What example have we of the time which our 
Lord devoted to prayer ? 

5. What is St. PauFs command on this subject f 
How can we obey it ? 

6. Why may we not pray unreservedly for tem- 
poral blessings ? 

7. What reason have we for believing that Christ 
can sympathise with our temporal wants and weak- 
nesses ? 

8. How is the spirit in which we should ask for 
temporal things illustrated in the case of St. Paul ? 

9. How in the case of our Lord ? 
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10. What do we read on the subject of question 9 
in the Epistle to the Hebrews ? 

11. For what may we pray without reserve or limi- 
tation? 

12. How do bodily things illustrate the manner in 
which Ood's Spirit influences our minds ? 

13. How does the Lord's Prayer teach us that we 
must pray for others as well as for ourseWes P 

14. How is the spiritual good of others necessary 
for our own happiness ? 

15. Explain the words, Thy kingdom come, 

16. With what prayer of Solomon*s may we com- 
pare Oive us this day our doaly bread ? 

17. Explain Lead us not into temptation. 



NOTE ON THE USE OP THE WORD "NAME" IN 

SCRIPTURE. 

OuB Lord commanded His disciples to baptize all 
nations " into the Nam£ of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost.** Amid the thunders of Sinai 
God forbade us to take His Name in vain. The very 
first petition of the Lord's Prayer, is " Hallowed be 
Thy Name'' It seems plain, therefore, from the im- 
portance thus attached to the word, that its scriptural 
meaning is deeper than the sense which we commonly 
assign to it, and that it includes more than the mere 
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outward designation by which a person is addressed. 
Thus we find that a new name implies a new cha- 
racter. When a Patriarch or an Apostle reaches any 
crisis in his life, or undergoes any striking change, 
his name is altered as an outward symbol and ex** 
pression of this alteration in his circumstances or 
feelings. Abram becomes Abraham, ihe Father of 
many nations; Jacob is changed into Israel, a prince 
with God; Simon into Peter, the Rock ; perhaps the 
Apostleship of the Gentiles is typified by the trans- 
formation of the Jewish Saul into the Roman and 
Gentile Paul. A Hebrew proper name has always 
some most instructive meaning : a whole system of 
Christian theology is contained in each of the names 
by which our Lord is designated, Jesus, the Saviour^ 
Christ, the Anointed, Immanuel, God with us. So that 
by the Name of God is not meant the mere title by 
which we address Him, but it includes His revealed 
character, the different manifestations of His nature 
which He has granted to man, the various relations 
in which He is brought near us. To be baptized into 
the Name of the Trinity is to be brought into a dose 
and personal union with our Father, our Saviour, and 
our Sanctifier. We take God's Name in vain, by acts 
of disobedience, as well as by words of irreverence 
or blasphemy. God's Name is hallowed when He is 
more fully known and loved, when men believe Him 
to be their King and Lord, and desire to obey Him 
and resemble Him. Every great improvement in so- 
ciety, every beneficial moral change, every victory of 
Christian truth and Christian duty, is a hallowing of 
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God*8 great Name. It may be noticed that this is 
most fitly taught us as the very beginning of prayer, 
for the extension of the knowledge of God in the 
hearts of men is the foundation of all real improve- 
ment and all true happiness, whether of an individual 
or of society. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

BAPTISM. 

I. We now come to the consideration of the 
two Sacraments which Christ left to His 
Churchy as a means of maintaining and 
strengthening its connection with Himself. 
With regard to the first of them. Baptism, 
some have maintained that the rite was a 
Jewish custom, handed down by tradition 
from the primitive times of the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, as a form of admitting proselytes 
into the commonwealth of Israel, and even 
used in the case of Hebrew infants, as an 
accompaniment to Circumcision. Others 
have argued that, as it is never mentioned 
in the Old Testament, it was merely sug- 
gested by the ablutions which were pre- 
scribed in the Law, and typical of moral 
purification. That the rite, for one of these 
two reasons, was not strange to the Jews, 
seems plain, from the manner in which they 
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came to be baptized by John the Baptist, 
not as to a new ceremony, but as to one with 
which, in its outward aspect, they were fa- 
miliar. 

11. But John's Baptism was only the pre- 
liminary to the institution of the Christian 
Sacrament of Baptism, which admits men to 
the Holy Catholic Church, that great Sodety 
of believers in Christ, who, having bden re- 
deemed by His death from sin, are bound to 
shape their Conduct according to His teach- 
ings and are aided in doing so by the Spirit 
of Grod. No doubt, before our Lord's appear- 
ance on earth, the Holy Ghost had been given 
to many of God's servants, as the very exist- 
ence of the Old Testament proves. From 
Him all good thoughts must have sprung ; by 
His inspiration the Prophets were commis- 
sioned to declare God's will> and the Psalms 
were invested with a spiritual religion so 
deep and true, that many of them have been 
to Christians in all ages the appropriate ex- 
pression of praise, and penitence, and prayer. 
But the full outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
the fulfilment of the promise that He should 
permanently dwell among us, and make ua 

K 2 
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His temple ^^ was postponed till Christ had 
died to deliver us from sin. As St. Paul 
explains David's prophecy*; Christ first went 
up on highy and led captivity captive, by tri- 
umphing over deaths and then received gifts 
for men, that the Lord God, might dwell 
among them by His Spirit. Again^ the 
Holy Ghost could not bring whatsoever 
Christ had said^ to the remembrance of 
those who lived before His coming. But to 
impress this upon the hearts of Christians is 
perhaps His greatest work. He reminds us 
of the lessons of the Sermon on the Mounts 
our Lord's other discourses^ the teaching of 
the Parables, the example of Christ's conduct^ 
the recollection that He was tempted like as 
we are, the comforts, the blessings, the 
warnings, the encouragements which He has 
given us, the knowledge that sin and death 
are conquered because He has died and 
risen again, instead of the mere hope that 
they would be conquered when at last the 

y 1 Cor. vi. 19. 

■ Eph. iv. 8, The prophecy is from Psalm bcviii. 18, 
* John, xiv. 26 ; cfi xv. 14. He shall receive of 
ndne^ and shall shew it unto you. 
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Messiah should come. It was not^ there- 
fore, till after Christ had livedo and taught, 
and died, and risen again, that the Holy 
Catholic Church, or kingdom of God on 
earth, was really founded, even though there 
had been already inferior manifestations and 
anticipations of it. And at the same time 
the true sense of Christian Baptism was 
fully declared, and instead of the Baptism 
which John preached, and which, being con- 
nected only with repentance for the remis- 
sion qfsins\ was no more than a preparation 
for the blessings of the Christian covenant, 
Christ ordered His disciples to baptize men 
in (or into) the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, retaining 
the form of purification by water, as a symbol 
of consecration to His kingdom. 

III. The whole force, therefore, of Chris- 
tian Baptism depends upon the fact which 
lies at the foundation of all Christian doc- 
trines and institutions, that we are born in a 
corrupt state, alienated from God. Christ 
having died and risen again for man's restora- 

• ^ Luke, iii. 3. 

K 3 
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tion, founded a Church, or body of believers, 
to be reunited to His Father by faith in Him* 
self, and to live under the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit. All those, then, who were 
willing to enter into this revived relation 
with God, or whose parents, having them- 
selves embraced it, wished their children from 
their earliest years to partake of its benefits, 
were admitted into it by this newly-instituted 
Sacrament. It was, therefore, emphatically 
a new birth, for the person who had been na- 
turally born into a world of darkness and sin, 
was now spiritually bom into the Church of 
Christ, to which was promised this gift of the 
Holy Ghost. As a child passes from the 
darkness of its mother's womb to the light of 
the world, where the sun shines over it, and 
the breeze plays upon it and invigorates it^, 
so also does the baptized person pass from a 
state of corruption £ind bondage, and becomes 
a member of a Society, whose Head and 
King is Christ, and whose Guide is Christ's 
Holy Spirit. But, just as the fact of our 
birth into the world will not preserve us alive, 

*^ John, ill. 3 — 5. • 
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and strong, and healthy, unless in our in- 
fancy we are watched by others, and unless 
as we grow up we guard our own health, and 
seek for remedies when it fails us, so is it 
with the spiritual privileges of which we be- 
come partakers in Baptism. Unless in child- 
hood we are taught and guarded by our 
parents, and those who love us and are placed 
over us ; unless as we begin to understand 
our own position as beings responsible for 
their sins, but yet redeemed from the power 
of evil, we seek for God's help in prayer, and 
watch over all our sinful inclinations, our 
baptismal admission into Christ's Kingdom 
will avail us nothing, but we shall gradually 
fall away from His redemption, and lose those 
great blessings which He came to win for 
us, pardon and holiness, and everlasting 
glory. Baptism, in fact, introduces us to the 
covenanted privileges of Christianity, by 
bringing us into the relation of children to 
the One God, who is revealed through the 
Son, as the Father of the fallen and corrupt 
human family, and who gives His Spirit to 
all whom His Son has redeemed. It takes 
us out of the world, i, e. out of a state of 
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alienation and enmity, and makes us children 
of Him, whom men are taught to worship 
with a reasonable service, as God in Christ 
and through the Spirit ; of God made known 
to us in the Incarnation of the Word^ and 
communicated to us through, or by means 
of, the Holy Ghost. 

lY. Hence it seems plainly intended that 
Baptism should be administered to infants^ 
' because it is not, like the other Sacrament, 
connected with anything done on our part, 
but is an admission into that state, in and 
by which they will be enabled to do God's 
work. So the Christian child does not first 
come into Christ's Church from Heathenism^ 
or from a life of sin, but is intended to grow 
up, from the earliest dawning of conscience, 
under the influence of God's Spirit, as the 
friend and brother of Christ. A modem 
poet has truly said, / count the grey bar'- 
barian lower than the Christian child ^; for, 
from the very beginning of thought in his 
mind, a divine principle is near him, to 
which the better part of his nature is at- 

*• Teunyson. Locksley Hall, 



Loss of baptismal privileges. 105 

tracted^ and by which his ungodly inclina- 
tions are repelled ; and therefore the visible 
token of a new birth is given him at once in 
Baptism^ and from his earliest childhood he is 
consecrated to his Kedeemer. It may be that 
through the neglect of others and of himself, 
this blessing may be forfeited. It may be 
that his wickedness may drive Christ's Spirit 
from his heart, so that in later life he must 
undergo a process of conversion as complete 
as that of a Heathen who heard the preaching 
of St. Paul. Still we do not doubt that 
in his infancy Christ did favourably receive 
him, when presented for admission into His 
Church, and did embrace him with the arms 
of His mercy. Christ is indeed driven from 
him, just as health and strength are often 
driven from the body by dissipation and 
excess. As health and strength will not 
return without God's blessing on our own 
great and constant care, so neither will 
Christ come back to him who persists in 
breaking his baptismal vow, till he has 
undergone a desperate and deadly struggle 
with the sins which have led him astray. 
V, But however this may be in our own 
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case, still it is most important for u» all to 
recollect that Baptism changes not our 
nature^ but only our state and condition. It 
does not root out sin for us, but makes us 
members of a body to which is promised 
such help, that all who persevere in using it 
may root it out for themselves. So that no 
person, because he is baptized, is exempt 
from the necessity of going through the pro- 
cess which St. Paul describes when he says. 
If Christ be in uSy the body is dead because 
of sin.^ As we learn from another place. 
In that Christ died, He died unto sin 
once^y that is. He died because of sine, 
taking them upon Himself as though they 
had been His own, and then dying to atone 
for them. If, therefore, we are Christ's, 
there must be in us also a death unto sin. 
We must be crucified with Christ *, that is, 
the sin which is in us must be destroyed ; our 
flesh or body, by which phrases are meant our 
naturally corrupt inclinations, must be mor- 
tified and dead. The objects for which we 
are living must be changed. Whereas our 

Horn. viii. 10. ' Rom. vi. 10. » Gal. ii. 20. 
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hearts are naturally devoted to our own 
pleasure, and the acquisition of this world's 
blessings, we must strive to live as those 
whose citizenship is in heaven^ placing be- 
fore ourselves as the end and object of 
our existence, not the gratification of our 
own selfish wishes, but the consecrp.tion of 
our spirits, souls, and bodies, to the ser- 
vice of God. Such a change may well be 
called dying, and this death can only be 
effected by the workings of God'9 Spirit, 
promised to Christ's baptized people. And 
as no one can die without knowing it, so 
also, if our sins are now dying within us> 
we must be conscious that the process is 
going on. The destruction of.ain within us, 
if it is really advancing, must cause in qs an 
internal struggle, and that of sufficient inten* 
sity to be compared to the process of natural 
death. The death of our sins need not be 
sudden, or violent, or permanently painful, 
any more than the death of our bodies; 
it may be going on all our lives, and, be- 
ginning from our Baptism, may only receive 
its perfect accomplishment when the vital 



108 Baptism a bond of union* 

breath passes from us. But still those who 
do not now feel any such deep anxiety for 
the conquest of sin^ as St. Paul represents 
by the strong language just quoted, have 
great reason earnestly to pray Qod so to 
strengthen in them the feeling of repentance, 
and so to increase their longing for growth 
in grace, that they too, like their Saviour, 
may die unto sin once, and also like Hinoi, 
may live for ever unto God. 

y I. The account of Baptism given in this 
chapter seems to teach us a d6uble lesson. 
First, a caution as to the danger of unduly 
valuing it, by imagining that Baptism in 
itself will communicate holiness to us ; se- 
condly, a warning agidnst the error of de- 
preciating it into a mere ceremony to which 
no special blessings are attached, while the 
real conversion from sin to God is always to 
be expected at a later age. For if this were 
so, we could not regard those around as 
God's redeemed and chosen children, but as 
strangers to His covenant, and the enemies 
of His kingdom. We could not consider 
them our brethren. Baptism could not be 
the basis of Christian training and education ; 
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the young especially, light-hearted and care* 
less as they commonly are, could not truly be 
addressed as the people of Christ. No doubt 
many of the baptized are despising God's 
great goodness to them, but still they are 
all brought into His covenant, members of a 
society to which the aid of the Comforter is 
promised by a distinct revelation from God, 
and so united to us by a double bond. 

VII. We may not indeed believe that 
Baptism in itself will make us holy ; for we 
are purified from our sins only by the blood 
of Christ cleansing our souls, not by water 
sprinkled on our bodies. Our Lord has said 
There is nothing from without a man^ that 
entering into him can defile him^ .... BECAUSE 

IT ENTEEETH NOT INTO HIS HEART, .... 

but the things which come out of him, these are 
they which defile the man ; for from within, 
out of the heart of man, proceed evil thoughts.^ 
If nothing external can defile the heart, neither 
can anything external purify ; that great 
work is effected only by the Spirit of Christ 
sanctifying our whole nature. But though our 

•* Mark, vii. 15, &c. 
L 
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nature is not changed in Baptism, yet, as we 
have said, our state is changed ; an outward 
ceremony performed in obedience to Christ's 
command, is a proper ratification of His love, 
a fitting admission to the helps and blessings 
and privileges, which He has bestowed upon 
His people. Thus it is well described in 
our Article as a sign of new birth^ whereby^ as 
by an instrument^ they that receive it rightly 
are grafted into the Church, and God's pro- 
mises are visibly signed and sealed. To re* 
turn to Christ's own analogy, as when a child 
is born, and passes from his mother's womb, 
although his nature remains the same, yet his 
condition is altered to one which renders him 
capable of development into a full-grown and 
reasonable being; so, too, when we are ad- 
mitted by baptism into the Church of Christ, 
our nature remains unaltered, but we are 
received into a body to whose faithful mem- 
bers is promised divine assistance in this 
world, and everlasting happiness in the world 
which is to come. And this view coincides 
exactly with the teaching of the Prayer Book. 
We read in the Catechism, that being by 
nature born in sin, and the children ofwrath^ 



The English baptismal Service. Ill 

toe are hereby, made the children of grace ^ But 
this can only mean^ that we are admitted to 
the privileges and blessings of Christianity, 
not that we are made holy ; for in the bap-^ 
tismal Service^ after thanking God that it 
hath pleased Him to regenerate the baptized 
infant with His Holy Spirit, to receive him 
for His own child by adoption, and to incor- 
porate him into His Holy Church, the mi- 
nister is directed to pray that he being dead 
unto sin and living unto righteousness • . . may 
crucify the old man, and utterly abolish the 
whole body of sin ; and to exhort the Sponsors 
to take care that he be virtuously brought up 
to lead a godly and a Christian life, remem^ 
bei'ing always that Baptism doth represent unto 
us our profession ; which is to follow the ex~ 
ample of our Saviour Christ, and to be made 
like unto Him ; that as He died and rose again 
for us, so should we, who are baptized, die from 
sin and rise again unto righteousness, con- 
tinually mortifying all our evil and corrupt 
affections, and daily proceeding in all virtue 
and godliness of living, 

VII I. On the other hand, we should not 
doubt that ever since we were thus admitted 
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into Christ's Church, the Holy Spirit has 
been near us, that Christ has regarded us 
with special love as His redeemed and chosen 
brethren, and that the Father has received 
our prayers as the petitions of those whom 
He has given to the Son. Our sins have been 
committed in spite of these advantages, and 
have therefore incurred a heavier guilt. 
Youth has been no excuse for us, for Christ 
commanded little children to come to Him, 
and in obedience to His command, we were 
brought to Him in our earliest years. We 
may well apply to ourselves and our baptized 
brethren, those well-known and beautiful 
words ; — 

" Even so, who loves the Lord aright. 
No soul of man can worthless find. 
All will be precious in his sight. 
Since Christ on all hath shined : 

" But chiefly Christian souls ; for they« 
Though voom and soiled with sinfid datfy 
Are yet to ejes that see them true 
AU glistening with baptismal dew,''* ^ 

The two lines in italics seem exactly to 
express the view of baptism here given, 

* Keble. — Christian Year, 
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▼iz. that a baptized person does not lose 
his natural and corrupt inclinations, but, in 
virtue of his admission to the Christian 
Covenant, is in a state of privilege and 
blessing. Of course it will also follow that 
he is in a state of responsibility, and there« 
fore that his sins excite a peculiar displeasure 
in Him who is hereafter to judge us accord- 
ing to our works. 

IX. In this chapter it is maintained that 
Baptism is the only method of admission to 
the blessings of Christianity, which Christ 
Himself has authorised. We do not deny 
that He also shows favour to many others 
who believe in Him, but yet from the fault of 
their parents, or a mistaken interpretation of 
Scripture, or other such causes, have not been 
baptized : but this is a point which it is un- 
necessary to consider in a work addressed to 
members of the English Church. It will be 
sufficient to state that this is the view of 
Hooker'^, who says, "The law of Christ which 
maketh Baptism necessary, must be construed 
according to rules of natural equity. Which 
rules, if (men) did not follow in expounding 

^ Ecclesiastical Polity, Vs 60. 
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the law of God, would they ever be able ta 
prove that the Scripture, in saying Whoso 
believeth not the Gospel of Christ is condemned 
already y meaneth this sentence of those which 
can hear the Gospel, and have discretioa 
when they hear to understand it, neither 
ought it to be applied unto infants, deaf men^ 
and fools ? That which teacheth them thus 
to interpret the law of Christ is natural 
equity, and because equity so teacheth, it 
is on all parts gladly confessed, that there 
may be in divers cases life by virtue of inward 
Baptism, even where outward is not found, ** 



PRAYER FOR THE CONTINUANCE OP 
BAPTISMAL PRIVILEGES^ 

Lord Jesus Christy who didst receive me in 
my infancy into the arms of Thy mercy, and 
hast promised to me the blessing of eternal life, 
pardon the many years of sin which have so 
miserably polluted me, and made me so unworthy 
to be called "my Father's son. Forgive me that 

1 have sb seldom and so weakly fought under 
Thy banner, that I have so often and so wickedly 
deserted Thee. Grant that I may die unto sin 
and live unto righteousness ; and being buried 
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with Tliee in Thy death, may crucify the old 
man, and utterly aholish the whole body of sin ; so 
that as I have been partaker of Thy death, I may 
be partaker of Thy resurrection, and thereby 
finally, with the residue of Thy holy church, I 
may be an inheritor of Thine everlasting kingdom, 
who livest and reignest with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 



With this chapter should be read the fol- 
lowing passages : — John, iii. 1 — 13; Matt, 
xxviii. 16 — 20; Acts^ xLx. 1 — 6; Matt, iii.. 
Bom. viii.. Col. ii. 1 — 15, where the phrase 
buried with Him in Baptism, refers to the 
original custom of baptism by immersion. 
The immersion symbolises the death of our 
sins, the coming out from the water repre- 
sents our resurrection to a holy life. Baptism 
by sprinkling was permitted in very early 
times to sick persons who could not be im- 
mersed, and those so baptized were called 
Clinicif from xX/vij, a bed. The same necessity 
obviously applies still more widely to persons 
bom in our colder climates, and especially to 
the case of infants. 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VI. 

1. What opinions are held as to the origin of the 
baptismal ceremony ? 

2. What was the nature of John^s Baptism? 

3. What is meant bj the Holy Catholic Churoh ? 

4. In what sense is Baptism a new birth f 

5. Justify the practice of Infant Baptism. 

6. What benefits do you suppose that a child re- 
ceives from Baptism ? 

7. Explain the phrase a death unto sin. 

8. Need this death be sudden ? 

9. What is the danger of overvaluing Baptism f 

10. What is the danger of undervaluing it ? 

11. How should the fact of Baptism influence our 
connection with one another ? 

12. Compare the state of the Sunts under the old 
dispensation with that to which we are admitted. 

13. Support the explanation of Baptbm here given 
from the Prayer Book. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

THE lord's supper. 

I. After a child is admitted by Baptism 
into a new and spiritual fellowship, the 
next great object must be to keep him in it. 
It is intended that this should be effected 
hj various means, all pointing to the one 
principle, that he must be absolutely and 
constantly united to Christ, and derive from 
Him all spiritual life and sustenance. This 
principle is inculcated by our Lord, when He 
tells His disciples that He will abide in them, 
and compares their connection with Him to 
that of branches to the vine.* By these ex- 
pressions He teaches us to consecrate to Him 
every thought and feeling, to seek from Him 
the strength to resist temptation, and to be- 
lieve that He is the true source of holiness and 
eternal life. But the .passage in which this 

* John, XV. 1, &c. 
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doctrine is most clearly set forth is that part 
of the 6th chapter of St. John's Gospel, in 
which, when our Lord saw that great num- 
bers were attracted to His preaching by His 
miracle of feeding five thousand men with 
five barley loaves, He contrasted the perish- 
ing meat which He had just bestowed upon 
them, with the heavenly food of eternal life 
which He offered to all mankind. This He 
said was to be obtained by eating His Body, 
and drinking His Blood. It must be plain 
to any one who reads this chapter, and com* 
pares it with other parts of our Lord's teach- 
ing, that His words here are figurative, and 
intend to express by the strongest possible 
metaphor, the necessity that our souls should 
depend upon Him for sustenance, as entirely 
as the life of our bodies is maintained by na- 
tural food. This, in fact, He tells us Him- 
self in the 63rd verse, where, when some who 
had understood Him literally, called His dis- 
course a hard saying, He answered, that He 
Himself should ascend up where He was be* 
fore, and tlierefore could not be their food ; 
that the flesh (a carnal or literal interpreta- 
tion of his words) proflied nothing, but that 
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the words which He spoke unto them were 
spirit and life. The passage, in fact, teaches 
that great doctrine which is the essence of 
Christianity, He that abideth in me^ and I 
in hinij the same bringeth forth mUch fruit : 
for without me ye can do nothing^: but it 
expresses this in the strongest and most im- 
pressive language, so that we cannot degrade 
it, or explain it away, by the fancy that it 
merely teaches us the duty of embracing 
Christ's religion, and acting according to 
His precepts. 

11. But our Lord also resolved to impress 
this obligation upon His disciples by a still 
more permanent memorial, by the institution 
of a rite which should not only symbolise 
the same truth, but should also be a means 
of that feeding upon Himself which He here 
declares necessary. As in the case of Bap- 
tism He availed Himself of a practice already 
existing, and appropriated it to His own 
purposes; so did He with regard to the 
Sacrament of His Supper. In the Passover 
was celebrated the foundation of the Jewish 

* Jobn, XV. 5. 
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religion^ and the covenant which the people 
had made with God was in it, as it were, 
annually renewed. When the master of a 
house kept the Passover with his family^ he 
distributed among them bread and wine, and 
at the same time thanked God for giving 
these fruits of the earth to man, and rescuing 
His chosen people from the bondage of 
Egypt, to enjoy them in the land of their 
fathers. Hence the cup was called the cup 
of thanksgiving or blessing. When Christ 
turned this practice into the Covenant Feast 
of His holy Church, He, as the Master 
of the Housed spoke the blessing over it^ 
transferring it, however, from the comme- 
moration of natural gifts and temporal mer- 
cies to His own sacrifice, to the deliverance 
of mankind from sin, and the foundation 
of that heavenly kingdom which He was 
about to open to them in His Resurrection. 
Hence the bread and wine were to be to all 
His disciples. His Body and Blood ; just as 
they now enjoyed this earthly nourishment, 
so should they receive Him by His Spirit, 

1 Heb. iii. 2, 3. 
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eating in faith His Body, and drinking His 
Blood, that is, receiving into their hearts 
those divine principles of life and holiness, 
and that strength to conquer sin, which can 
only be found in communion with Him. To 
eat His Flesh seems especially to refer to a 
heartfelt appreciation of the blessings of His 
Incarnation : to drink His Blood is to realise 
the benefit derived from the shedding of that 
Blood on the Cross. The one directed their 
thoughts to His life, especially to His life in 
Heaven, as their Friend and Brother, the 
other to His Death and His Atonement. To 
digest and assimilate as it were these great 
truths into their own nature, to realise, each 
man for himself, his own portion in that 
Life and that Death, to obtain new strength 
to resist temptation, to learn what it is to 
die unto sin and live unto righteousness, were 
to be the results of thus eating Christ's Body 
and drinking His Blood. They were to keep 
this feast together as a commemoration of 
His death, a symbol- of their union with 
Him, a means of strengthening and pre- 
serving this union, and a communion of love 
and Christian fellowship with one another. 

M 
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Thus were they to show forth the Lord's 
death till He should come^ that is, till 
He should return to take them to Himself, 
when they were again to see Him, and to 
be united with Him for ever in heaven* 
Then He promised to take His place at the 
head of all His redeemed, and admit them to 
that state of transcendent happiness, which 
He describes by saying that He would drink 
with them the fruit of the vine, new in tfie 
kingdom of God, 

III. As in the case of Baptism, so in that 
of the Lord's Supper, there are opposite 
errors against which we must guard. On 
the one hand we must not imagine that at« 
tendance at the Communion is meritorious 
in itself, or at all conducive to our benefit, 
apart from the state of mind in which we 
approach it. The means whereby the Body 
of Christ is received and eaten in the Supper 
is faith^: a statement which may be com- 
pared with an answer in the Catechism often 
misinterpreted : The Body and Blood of 
Christ are verily and indeed taken and re- 

" See the 28th Article of the Church of England, 
•' Of the Lord's Supper^ 
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ceived by the faithful^ in the Lord* a Supper. 
Therefore on the one hand we deny that the 
Communion is of any benefit to us whatever, 
or Christ in any sense received by us, unless 
we go to that Sacrament in earnest faith, 
with hearts disciplined by penitence and 
prayer, and a sincere resolution to lead a 
holy life. And as all God's best blessings 
become curses to those who receive them un- 
worthily, 60 if any one goes to the Lord's 
Supper carelessly, irreverently, or profanely, 
that which is to the true Christian a savour 
of life unto life, becomes to him a savour of 
death unto deaths But again we assert, that 
as our Lord has said. Except ye eat the Flesh 
of the Son of Man, and drink His Blood, ye 
have no life in you°: so those who have a 
true faith in His death, and earnestly long 
to be made more like Him, do in that Com- 
munion receive from Him into their souls 

° For, of course, if the bread and wine were actually 
changed into the Body and Blood of Christ, these 
would be received by the wicked as well as by the 
faithful. So that this answer in the Catechism does 
not countenance Transubstantiation. 

• John, vi. 53. 

u 2 
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the spiritual nourishment, which He de- 
scribed as His Body and His Blood. Not 
indeed that the Communion is the only way 
of our so feeding upon Him ; to pray, and 
humbly meditate on His goodness and His 
love, to read His Holy Word, and encourage 
in our hearts pious, and reverent, and loving 
thoughts of Him, are all, in their measure, 
means of feeding upon Him. But the 
highest act of fellowship with Him is a 
faithful reception of this blessed Sacra- 
ment, and certainly no one who wilfully or 
carelessly absents himself from it, can be 
considered in any real sense a Christian 
at all. 

IV. The declaration with regard to the 
Communion that those who receive it un- 
worthily eat and drink their own damnation p, 
should deter no one from going to it, though it 
may well prevent him from doing so carelessly. 
Even though it is most true, that the word 
which we render damnation^ does not mean 
damnation in its strongest sense of everlast- 
ing misery, but condemnation or judgement^ 

P 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
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Btlll no one who feels any fear of God, would 

willingly expose himself to His displeasure. 

But to those who imagine that they are too 

sinful to go, we reply that if they really and 

truly feel themselves to be sinful, and are 

desirous not to continue so, they are in a 

state of mind exactly fitted for the profitable 

reception of the ordinance ; whereas, if they 

wait till they are not sinful, they certainly 

will never go at all. All that any one has 

to do, is to ask himself. Am I sorry for my 

sins, and desirous by Christ's help to be 

made better? If this is sincerely asked and 

answered, no one need shrink from going 

to the Communion, or rather, every one 

should greatly fear of the consequences of 

staying away. For thereby he violates an 

express command of Christ, he rejects the 

chief appointed means of union with Him, 

and so incurs in the strictest sense, the con-' 

demnation of Grod. 

V. Neither must we neglect that view of 
the Lord's Supper, which represents it as a 
Communion with each other, and a sign of 
our union with Christ, as belonging to a 
body of which He is the Head. This, 

M 3 
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says St. John^ is GodCs commandmenty that 
we should love one another^ as He gave us 
commandment^ While performing our 
highest act of faith, we also pledge ourselves 
to the purest and holiest love of one another. 
But as the spirit of that feeding on Christ 
which the Communion represents, ought to 
pervade every part of our daily life, so also 
should the spirit of that love which it ex- 
presses, extend through all our dealings with 
every one for whom Christ has died. This 
view of it teaches us also that all our friend* 
ships and affections should be carried on 
in Him and through Him, and that those 
whom we especially love should be loved in 
Him and for His sake, so that our greatest 
pain should be to see them do., anything dis- 
pleasing to Him. Again, it is quite incon- 
sistent with any combination among our- 
selves to do evil, whether in after-life to 
carry on worldly schemes inconsistent with 
His will, or in boyhood to join together for 
purposes of disobedience, or opposition to 
what is right or holy. It is a solemn protest 

« 1 John, iii. 23. 
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against those who attempt to turn the tide 
of public opinion among their companions 
in a wrong direction, helping to call evil 
good, and good evil^ and to assist in the 
spread of feeling, which though agreeable to 
their own prejudices or selfish views*, is 
plainly inconsistent with a Communion 
amongst each other, in and through the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

VL Admission to the Communion is the 
only outward result of our Confirmation,^ 
That we may feel as we should do with re- 
gard to it, ought therefore to be one of our 
principal objects in preparing for the latter 
ordinance. Therefore we must not fail to 
pray for grace that we may never deceive 

' Isaiah, v. 20. 

■ " Amongst all the feelings which the Communion 
excited in Arnold himself, and which he wished to 
impart to others, none was so prominent as the sense 
that it was a Communion, not only with God, but with 
one another, and that the thoughts thus roused should 
act as a direct and especial counterpoise to that false 
communion and false companionship, which as binding 
one another not to good, but to evil, he believed to be 
the great source of mischief in the School at large.'* 
-— Stanley's Life of Arnold, p. 125. 
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ourselves into a belief that we can be jus* 
tified in absence from it^ or in neglecting to 
extend its effects over our lives. The best 
test by which we may know whether we 
are really partakers of Christ in the Com- 
munion, is to try and observe whether our 
conduct shows that we daily feed upon His 
Body and Blood. For instance, those who 
do so, must feel gradually that it is more 
and more impossible for them to sin, not 
merely that sin is shocking to them, but 
that they are absolutely unable to commit it. 
In this world, indeed, they will never en- 
tirely realise so blessed a condition ; but that 
they must be approaching to it seems plain, 
or else, how oan they have part in St. John's 
declaration, He that is born of God doth 
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in 
him: and he cannot sin, because he is bom 
of God^f We may at once mention in- 
stances on an inferior scale which explain 
this passage, and show that it is capable of 
indefinite extension. For example, every 
person who claims to be considered respect- 

^ 1 John, iii. 9. 
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able^ would say that it was impossible for 
him to steal, and many, probably a much 
smaller number, but still sufficient for the 
argument, would add that they could not 
tell a falsehood, not of course that they had 
no power to do so if they chose, but that 
their horror at the infamy of falsehood was 
so great that their will would not suffer 
them to be guilty of it. We may then well 
believe that, as our hearts grow more and 
more animated by the Spirit of Christ, it 
will be impossible for us to be harsh, or un- 
kind, or ungrateful to those who love us, or 
to waste our time and money, or to feel 
listless and indifferent to holy things ; till 
gradually one sin after another is extirpated 
within us, and we find ourselves no longer 
capable of committing them. Such must be 
some of the evidence that we are constantly 
united to Christ by that spiritual feeding on 
Him, of which the Communion is one of 
the chief and holiest means. We can never 
feel towards it too much solemnity and re- 
verence, provided we remember that God's 
grace alone can make His outward ordi- 
nances profitable to our souls, and regard 
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it, not as an end, bat as an instrument of 
obtaining an increased strength, a purer 
holiness, and a more extended and unselfish 
love both to Christ, and His redeemed. * 



PRATEB FOR A WORTHY PARTICIPATION 
IN CHRIST'S HOLY COMMUNION. 

O Almighty God, hj whose good providence I 
am about to be admitted to a new privilege and 
blessing, and therefore to a new talent for whose 
use I must give account, I pray Thee to make 
me always a worthy communicant in the holy 
Supper of Jesus Christ. Lord, may it be a real 
and a living communion with Thee, our Father, 
and with Thy Son, our Saviour, and with the 
Holy Ghost, our Comforter. May it be to me 
an especial means of carrying on that spiritual 
feeding on Christ, without which I feel that I 
can do nothing. May it bring vividly to my 
mind the thought of Christ's death, filling me 
with shame and abhorrence for the sins which 
required that sacriGce, and earnest longings to 
grow continually more like Him here, till I see 
Him face to face hereafter. May it be also to 
me a holy bond of fellowship with all whom He 
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has redeemed, especiallj with mj own dearest 
and closest friends. Sanctify and quicken our 
love for each other, and may every such feeling 
be established and. purified in Christ. Extend 
the circle of my affections and interests, enable 
me to throw away selfishness, and to feel that 
those who live for themselves alone are most 
unfit to approach Thy holy Table. Bless all 
Thy Church throughout the world, bless this 
School, and may the connection of all its mem- 
bers with each other be carried on in the pure 
spirit of Christian communion and brotherhood. 
Holy Father, keep through Thy own Name those 
whom Thou hast given to Christ, that we may 
all be one, as Thou and He are One." May we 
be one in faith and hope and love, one in 
Struggling against sin now, and one for ever 
hereafter in that glory which Thou hast pro* 
mised to aJl who love Thee, for the sake of Thy 
blessed Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



On this subject may be profitably read 
the following portions of Scripture : — 
Matt xxvi. 17 — 30; Mark, xiv. 12 — 42; 
Luke, xxii. 7 — 30. xxiii. ; John, vi. ; 1 Cor. 
xi. 20 — 29, xii. 4 — 31, xiii. We should re- 

" John, xvii. 11 
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member that the word ccyaTrv}^ commonly 
rendered Charity , would in English be cor- 
rectly expressed by brotherly love J 

^ Exod. xii, should also be read. A full account of 
the manner in which the Paschal supper was eaten in 
the time of our Lord, will not, however, be found in the 
Bible. The feast began by the distribution of small 
cups of wine and water, which every one drank, after 
thanks had been given by the master of the house, or 
president of the feast, in these words, " Blessed be 
Thou, O Lord, who hast created the fruit of the vine." 
The persons present then washed their hands, and the 
supper was placed upon the table. The master first 
ate a small portion of the bitter herbs, and explained 
the circumstances attending the deliverance from 
Egypt, which the feast celebrated. The company then 
sang the 113th and 114th Psalms (" Praise the Lord, 
ye servants!^ and " When Israel came ottt of JEgypt^). 
Some other ceremonies followed, after which the 
ma&ter broke the unleavened bread, gave thanks, 
dipped it with some of the bitter herbs into the sauce, 
gave a portion to some person near him, and also ate 
of it himself, in which he "was followed by all the 
others. (Cf. John, xiii. 26.) The Paschal lamb was 
then eaten, and afterwards the cup of blessing drunk, 
over which was pronounced the blessing for the whole. 
At the end of the feast the 115th, 116th, 117th, and 
1 18th Psalms were sung, and these probably composed 
the hymn, which we read that our Lord and His dis- 
ciples sang before they went to the Mount of Olives* 
(Matt. xvi. 30.) 
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QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER. VII. 

1 . How are we generally to be kept in the spiritual 
fellowship to which Baptism has introduced us ? 

2. By what metaphors is this illustrated in the 
Bible ? 

3. What is the connection between the miracle of 
the five barley loaves and the rest of John vi. ? 

4. What is meant in John vi. by eating Christ's 
Body and drinking His Blood? Show from the chapter 
itself that no natural eating is intended. 

5. What was commemorated in the Passover ? 

6. How is the Lord's Supper connected with the 
Passover ? 

I jT. Explain, I wiU drink no more of this fruit of the 
vine, till 1 drink it new with you in the kingdom of God. 

8. How do we partake of the Body and Blood of 
Chri&t in the Lord's Supper ? 

9. Can we feed on Christ Jn any other way except 
by means of this Sacrament ? 

10. What should be said to a person who considers 
himself too sinful to go to the Lord's Supper ? 

11. Why is it sinful not to go to the Lord's Supper? 

12. What do we learn from considering the Lord's 
Supper a Communion ? 

13. With what kind of conduct is such a view of it 
especially inconsistent ? 

14. Explain the passage, he cannot sin because he 
is bom of Ood. 

15. What should be our object in partaking of the 
Lord's Supper? 

N 
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16. What ma J we suppose was the hymn which our 
Lord and His disciples sang before they went to the 
Mount of Olives, on the night in which He was be- 
trayed ? 



NOTE ON THE LESSONS CONVEYED TO US BT THE 
DIFFERENT NAMES APPLIED TO THE LOBD'S 

SUPPEB. 

1. Sacrament is the Latin sacramemtmOy a military 
oath of allegiance taken by Roman soldiers to their 
general and afterwards to the emperor. It was some- 
times applied more generally to any oath or engage- 
ment (as by Horace, Od. ii. xvii. 10,\ZVbn ego per- 
fidum dixi sacramentum)^ and is used by ecclesiastical 
writers to describe the visible signs which connect the 
members of the Church with their Lord, and by the 
believing use of which they are personally united to 
Him. When we speak of the Lord*s Supper as a 
Sacrament, we should remember that we are Christ's 
soldiers, that our life is a warfare against sin carried 
on under Him as our Captain, and that we are pledged 
to Him as by an oath of loyalty and allegiance, first 
in our Baptism, but voluntarily renewed whenever 
we come to His Table. 

2. Eucharist is the Greek thxapwria^ thanksgiving'. 
See p. 120. It reminds us of all the blessings given 
to us by God, especially of our Redemption through 
Christ, but also of the many personal blessings, tem- 
poral and spiritual, which we have each of us received. 
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Hence the Lord*s Supper is most appropriately re- 
ceived on the great Christian Festivals, and also as a 
thanksgiving for any private mercy or deliverance, as 
recovery from sickness, or any other happiness. And 
as Christ sacrificed Himself on the Cross for us, so, 
at the end of the Communion Service, we pray God 
to accept this our sacrifice of praise and thariksgimng^ 
and since we must always show our thankfulness, not 
only by words and acts of worship, but by the true 
Christian sacrifice of our lives, we further offer and 
present to Him ourselves, our souls and hodies^ to he a 
reasonable^ holy^ and lively sacrijjce unto Him, thus 
making the service in every sense a Eucharist, by 
thankfully devoting ourselves, for Christ^s sake, to 
His glory. 

3. The Lord's Supper is the name which leads our 
thoughts especially to the circumstances of the Insti- 
tution of this Sacrament, and to all the solemn recol- 
lections implied in the texts, Do this in remembrance 
of me : This is my Body which is given for you : 
This Cup is the New Testament in my Blood. 

4. Communion (cotvwvta) teaches us that in this 
Sacrament we are joined to Jesus Christ in faith, and 
to one another in brotherly love. Tlie cup of bless^ 
ing which we bless, is it not the Communion of the 
Blood of Christ f the bread which we breaks is it not 
the Communion of the Body of Christ f for we being 
many are one Bread, and one Body : for we are all 
partakers of that one Bread.'' 

"^ 1 Cor. X. 16. 17. 

N 2 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

EEASONS FOB BELIEVING. 

I. Among St. Peter's directions to the 
Church, occurs the precept, that we should 
he ready always to give a reason for the 
hope that is in us with meekness and fear J^ 
It seems right, then, that at the time of 
Confirmation, those who are about to declare 
publicly that the Christian religion is to be 
the guide of their whole lives, and the source 
of all their best hopes, both for this world 
and the next, should have some distinct view 
of the kind of evidence upon which their 
belief is founded. It is, however, plainly 
impossible, in a short work of this kind, to 
do more than give a very brief sketch of so 
extensive a subject. Those who are in- 
terested in it must seek elsewhere for the 
development of what is here said. 

* 1 Peter, iii. 15. 
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II. The foundation of our belief in this 
revelation must be a sense that it was needed^ 
and must rest upon a knowledge of the con- 
dition of our own hearts. It is scarcely pos- 
sible for any one who seriously looks into his 
own character to avoid confessing two things, 
a great amount of sinfulness and evil incli- 
nations, and a vast difficulty in overcoming 
them. The best of us must be conscious of 
many such bad qualities as selfishness, vanity^ 
pride, ill-temper, indolence, weakness, which 
the natural voice of conscience assures us to 
be wrong, and not only so, but they must 
also feel that, when they try to conquer 
these propensities, they are only too often 
unsuccessful. If we do not acknowledge 
this, then no doubt we shall be ill prepared 
to receive any evidences of the truth of 
Christianity. If we do allow it, we shall 
turn with eagerness to the only conceivable 
system which oiFers to us any means of escape 
from such a painful state of mind. 

III. How Christianity oiFers us this escape 
has been explained in former chapters of this 
book. But in estimating the necessity of 
such a revelation, two things seem requisite i 

N 3 
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not only the internal argument for that ne- 
cessity^ resulting from the condition to which: 
each man personally feels that he would be 
reduced without it, but also the historical 
argument; which may be deduced from the 
state which the world had reached before the 
revelation was given. 

IV. With regard, then, to the second of 
these, the condition of knowledge and mora- 
lity which prevailed in the world when Christ 
came to it, we know that the educated and 
thinking part of mankind never considered it 
necessary that a religion proposed for public 
acceptance should be true. Starting from 
the idea of a God, in whose existence many 
of them fully believed, they joined to it such 
a mixture of poetry, fiction, and allegory, as 
might most readily deceive the people, and 
make an impression upon those whose only 
guides were their senses. Hence sprang 
idolatry, because by means of it the gods 
could be brought visibly before the people's 
eyes ; hence the low and degrading tales of 
ancient mythology, all of which helped to 
bring the objects of worship down to the 
level of the worshippers' understanding. AU 
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this was encouraged by philosophers and 
rulers, on the principles avowed by Polybius, 
As far as it serves to maintain piety^ we 
must pardon some historians y if they do relate 
miraculous stories^, and again, if a state 
could be formed wholly of wise men^ perhaps 
such means would not be requisite.' Hence 
the following obvious consequence ensued: 
the more enlightened and educated the people 
became, the more convinced. they were of the 
falsehood of religion ; and from rejecting the 
popular belief on such subjects, they natu- 
rally threw away with it the truth which that 
belief obscured and stifled, namely, that there 
exists an Almighty Being, who created and 
governs the earth, and to whom we are all 
responsible. In this respect the heathen 
world was in a directly contrary position to 
the Christian. An increase in wisdom and 
knowledge, if joined with purity of heart and 
humility, can only strengthen our faith in 
the Christian Revelation; whereas, on the 
contrary, it could do nothing but diminish 
the popular belief in the system of Paganism. 
What state of morality followed from this 

y xvi. 12. ' vi. 56. 
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condition of public opinion, it is not difficult 
for any one moderately acquainted with 
classical literature to perc^ve. Let him 
take for an example the writing of Horace^ 
as a specimen of the thoughts and feelings of 
an educated Roman who lived just before 
the coming of our Lord. The unblushing 
profligacy, the gross selfishness, the utter 
indifference to anything really lofty and 
virtuous which distinguishes his Satires and 
Epistles, are the characteristics, not of him 
only, but of the whole spirit and feeling of 
the time. Nor is Horace by any means the 
worst specimen of Soman education and re- 
finement under the early emperors. Again, 
the general state of morality among the 
people of that age, is described in the first 
chapter of the Epistle to the Komans, every 
word of which is accurately borne out by 
historical evidence. We may mention a 
few leading features of the Heathenism of 
those times, which have been either entirely 
put down by Christianity, or forced to hide 
themselves in shame from the detestation of 
mankind. Some crimes of that age must 
not oven be named ; but the reader may be 
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retninded that it was comraon for parents to 
expose their offspring ; that religious worship 
Tiras associated with the most unbridled 
licentiousness, not only in theatrical repre- 
sentations, but also in the mysteries of Cybele, 
Ceres, and Bacchus, and the rites of Egypt 
and the East ; that the usages of war and 
private life of individuals were alike defiled 
by cruelty ; and that human sacrifices were 
offered up even in the time of Hadrian. 
Among the chosen rulers of the world were, 
such men as Caligula, Nero, Domitian, 
Commodus, Caracalla, Elagabalus. Art was 
degraded into the minister of vice; the sense 
of beauty given to man by his Creator to 
elevate and refine him, had become a mere 
instrument of debauchery. The few men 
who rose above their age, Tacitus, Agricola, 
and some of the Stoics, could only stand 
apart from a world so utterly depraved, and 
yet even they do not seem to have felt to- 
wards such sins the loathing with which 
they would now be regarded by all who> 
though they may not have the love of Christ 
in their hearts, have been brought under the 
influence of the Gospel. 
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V. Such are the two grounds of necesratj 
on which we saj that the arrival of a divine 
message was to be expected by mankind. 
First, every man, individuallj, must be 
agitated bj the question, How shall I^ 
unclean and polluted as I am^ approach a 
pure God, of whose existence and holiness 
my reason convinces me, to whom I feel 
responsible, and whose commands my con- 
science tells me that I am violating ? Till 
this question is answered, a person must 
either be miserable, or else must try to stifle 
the thoughts which it suggests, by plunging 
into vice* And^ secondly, when Christ came, 
the world had fallen into such a state of 
horrible wickedness, that unless God had 
interfered to check it, He must surely have 
destroyed it. Those who believe in His ex- 
istence at all, can hardly imagine that such a 
state of things as that which St. Paul describes 
in the passage just mentioned, could have 
been allowed to continue. To remedy these 
evils Christianity claims to have been sent by 
God, and for all such difficulties it proposes a 
solution. However imperfectly it has yet 
done its work, however much of awful 
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vrickedaess still exists amoDg us, we cannot 
doubt that it has effected great improvement, 
and that the world is very far better than 
it was. 

VI. But no person would be justified in 
embracing the Christian religion, merely be* 
cause his conscience was satisfied that both 
he himself, and mankind generally, are in 
need of a cure from the disease of sin, and 
that it appears to furnish one. His con- 
science and understanding must also both be 
convinced that Christianity prescribes the 
cure of which God Himself is the Author, 
and that therefore it is a Revelation from 
Him to mankind. 

VII. As to the conscience* There is no 
doubt that the scheme of religion which 
Christ has made known to us does completely 
satisfy the three great wants of our nature ; 
a practical knowledge of God and of His will 
and relation to us, the hope of restoration to 
His favour, and the power of passing our lives 
upon earth according to His commandments. 
For it starts by declaring authoritatively that 
the doctrines of man's responsibility to God, of 
the future judgement, and of an eternal exist- 
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ence to be spent either in happiness or misery 
according to our conduct here, are unques- 
tionably true. It assumes as a fact that 
corruption and sinfulness of our nature, of 
which our inmost feelings assure us, and 
further tells us, what we did not know, that 
Man was not created sinful, but good, that 
he has fallen by his own fault, but still that 
he can be restored. And it proposes a 
scheme of procuring him pardon, and of bring- 
ing him to holiness here, and happiness here- 
after, which is quite sufficient to accomplish 
these objects, supposing that God has made 
the promises which the scheme involves, 
while there is a strong presumption that He 
has made them, from the perfect wisdom and 
love which they imply. Again, the morality 
which Christianity teaches is of a far loftier 
and purer tone than that which any human 
being had ever thought of inculcating, and in 
its code there is not a single flaw to dissatisfy 
the most enlightened conscience. Its pre- 
cepts are at once completely opposed to pre- 
valent opinions and practices, and sufficient 
to satisfy our highest aspirations after perfect 
goodness. All this is not only a strong pre** 
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sumption in favour of Christianity, but is the 
kind of evidence to which a believer will most 
frequently turn to refresh and quicken his 
faith* Still, the understanding must also be 
satisfied, as well as the conscience, and there* 
fore such external evidences as the following 
xuust not be neglected* 

VIII, The introduction of Christ's reli- 
gion into the woiid is a fact which must be 
accounted for in some way. Nor is this all^ 
but it is certainly also the most extraordinary 
fact which the world has known. If we only 
consider that as soon as the Gospel was 
preached> people in all parts of the known 
world voluntarily renounced, not merely the 
religions in which they had been brought up, 
but their whole mode of life, gave up many 
evil habits which had been tolerated by Pa« 
ganism, and submitted to ridicule, persecu- 
tioD, and death, for the sake of a new doctrine, 
we cannot deny that here is a very wonderful 
fact which has to be accounted for. But this 
becomes still more striking, when we riemem- 
ber that the change has gone on constantly, 
spreading more and more widely ; that at pre*- 
sent the whole face of society is influenced 

o 
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by the precepts of a person who was born, 
apparently as a carpenter's son, in the remote 
province of Judsea; that His precepts are 
established as the law of the greater part of 
the civilised world, and that His institutions 
are impressed upon the constitutions of the 
most powerful empires. Ever since His ap- 
pearance on earth, all great improvements in 
society, such as the abolition of gladiators' 
shows and of slavery, have been effected by 
persons professing obedience to Him, and 
eager on that account to abolish everything 
which, by causing misery to any class of man* 
kind, was displeasing to Him. For eighteen 
hundred years, good men have constantly 
declared that His word was their only con- 
solation in affliction, and more than made up 
to them for every earthly loss and triaL All 
this, too, has been effected by moral means, 
that is, by persuasion, and appeals to evidence. 
Of the introduction of Paganism into the 
world, we know only that its various super- 
stitions crept in by little and little, as men 
wandered from the original revelation of one 
true God, but there was never any formal 
systematic preaching of its doctrines. Ma- 
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hometanisin was Indeed introduced in times 
with whose history we are acquainted, but 
the causes of its influence can be distinctly 
traced. It first spread in Arabia, because it 
was a restoration of the worship of one God, 
and of something like a code of morality to a 
people among whom the most revolting super- 
stitions were flourishing, and of whom there- 
fore the better part, at least, were ready 
to welcome so valuable a change in their 
habits ; and its subsequent propagation was 
carried on entirely by the sword. Its pro- 
fessors were brave warriors, who subdued 
extensive regions, and forced those whom 
they conquered to acknowledge Mahomet as 
the prophet of God, on pain of death or 
bondage. But in the case of Christianity 
this was so far from being the manner of its 
propagation, that the Koman empire, where 
it was first established, was conquered by 
heathen barbarians, who embraced the reli- 
gion of those whom they had vanquished. So 
that Christianity has made its way only by 
the force of its own inherent excellence, and 
it would undoubtedly be most diflicult to ac- 
count for the changes which it has produced 

o 2 
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on the face of the earth, except by the belief 
that it is truly God*8 message to mankind. 

IX. But for a revelation to be acknow- 
ledged as coming from God, it ought to con- 
tain indisputable marks both of power and 
goodness. If there are signs of goodness 
without power, it cannot be proved to be 
more than human ; if there is superhuman 
power without goodness, it must have been 
the work of some spirit or strange unseen 
influence, but cannot be proved to be divine. 
Where power and goodness are combined^ 
there is God. No one will dispute that al- 
mighty power is displayed in the miracles of 
Christ, nor that infinite goodness is implied 
by the teaching of Christ. Above all, both 
power and goodnei^ are eminently combined 
in His Resurrection, by which, as it were. He 
unlocked to mankind the gates of eternity, 
showed them that for the holy there is life 
beyond the grave, and that He is a Saviour 
powerful enough to admit them to it. There- 
fore, if the facts which the Gospels relate are 
true, Christianity does come from God, and is 
that unfailing remedy for the evils of the human 
race, which we have shown to be necessary. 
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X. We have now seen that Christianity 
was propagated by persuasion and moral 
means, that it has produced wonderful ef- 
fects, that it contains marks of superhuman 
power and goodness. All this is strong pre- 
sumptive evidence in its favour. Let us 
now turn to the direct proof that the facts 
on which it is founded really occurred. The 
New Testament contains the account of 
Christ's miracles, and especially of that 
crowning one of the Resurrection, on which 
fact we find that the Apostles principally 
rested their preaching, and the evidence of 
their religion. For, before His death, Christ 
had himself declared that He should rise 
again, and had chosen this fact of the Kesur- 
rection as the especial sign that He was sent 
by God. This was that sign of the prophet 
Jonah, which He had told the Jews was the 
only one to be granted to them.* Now, if the 
facts stated in any one of the gospels be 
correctly recorded, it is impossible to doubt 
that He really died and really rose again. 
The centurion and the soldiers examined His 
body, and found it dead, and thrust into His 

* Matt. xii. 39, 40. 
o 3 
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Bide that formidable weapon, the Roman 
pilum, whose shaft was four inches wide, 
making thereby a wound large enough to 
admit a man's hand. After this, the body 
was wrapped with linen clothes, and buried 
in a cavern, yet within forty-eight hours He 
appeared in perfect strength and vigour, and 
declared to His disciples that His mission was 
now accomplished. Those who were to pro- 
mulgate this story, saw Him, felt Him, ate 
with Him, and could not possibly be deceived. 
As soon as this miraculous story was first 
promulgated, persecutions arose against its 
preachers (as had been foretold by the 
Author of the new religi6n *), but so far from 
yielding to these persecutions, they one and 
all expressed their readiness to die rather than 
deny one single point which they asserted, 
and not only so, but in some cases actually 
were put to death. These sufferings were 
borne, not in support of opinions, but of 
facts. The distinction is important. A man 
might consent to be put to death rather than 
give up an opinion, without thereby furnish- 
ing any argument that the opinion was ac- 

'' Matt. X. 22. 
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tually true, though no doubt making it pro- 
bable that he was himself convinced of its 
truth. But we never heard of men consenting 
to die, rather than deny that they had seen 
nn event which they perfectly well knew had 
never happened ; and the circumstance that 
any one did so would be a most overwhelming 
proof that it had taken place. 

XL Further, the historical facts of Chris- 
tianity, that is, our Lord's miracles, death, 
and resurrection, together with the first for- 
tunes of the Church after His ascension, and 
the doctrines which He taught, are described 
principally by two persons professing to have 
been eye-witnesses of the transactions which 
they relate, St. John, for the period before the 
Ascension, and St. Paul for that which fol- 
lows it. We have, indeed, other accounts of 
these facts, but the writings of St. Paul and 
St. John are worthy of especial notice, when 
we are treating of the subject of evidences, be- 
cause there are no compositions extant which 
bear more strong internal marks of genuine- 
ness than these. With regard to the Gospel 
of St. John, the accurate acquaintance which 
the writer shows with the Jewish country and 
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people, proves him to have been a native of 
Palestine, while the language in which it is 
written, Greek, with a great mixture of ori- 
ental and particularly Hebrew elements, is 
characteristic of an author to whom Greek 
was not a natural language, but acquired: 
just as we know that St, John, after leaving 
Judsea, lived among the Greeks of Asia 
Minor. The intimate acquaintance shown 
with the innermost mind and feelings of our 
Lord, the living reality of the story, the 
occasional minuteness of detail, all prove the 
author not only to have been an eye-witness^ 
but one honoured with Christ's close famili- 
arity and affection. And as to St. PauPs 
letters, the remarkable and most clearly 
undesigned coincidence of allusions in them, 
with the facts detailed to us in the indepen- 
dent history of the Acts, is an evidence 
perfectly irresistible. The writings of both 
the.se Apostles possess, in common with the 
other books of the New Testament, those 
characteristics of simplicity, of an absence 
of all desire to exaggerate, or to produce 
rhetorical effect by laboured descriptions, of 
calmness, and of humility, which are most 
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unusual^ to say the least, in any writings, 
except such as are founded on certain truth. 
Even the greatest of all proofs of the blind 
wickedness of the Jews, their preference of 
the murderer Barabbas to the meek and holy 
Jesus, is related by the evangelist with per- 
fect simplicity, calmness, and dignity. As a 
proof of this, take St. John's short narrative 
of the transaction : Pilate saith^ will ye that 
J release unto you the King of the Jews? 
Then cried they all again^ saying^ Not this 
-many hut Barahhas. Now Barabbas was a 
robber. Again, the morality inculcated in 
dU these books is so pure and divine, that it 
is impossible to suppose their authors im- 
postors. For to do so, would be to imagine 
that falsehood is consistent with the highest 
possible goodness. But that they are im- 
postors is implied in the belief that their 
writings are false, since they assert positive 
external facts, and do not base their system, 
as many enthusiasts have done, on the dis- 
tempered workings of their own minds. 

XII. This wonderful history of Christ's 
life, and death, and resurrection, has been 
banded down to us under circumstances which 
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leave no doabt that the aocoant whidi we 
possess is the same as that which has existed 
from the begumiDg. Of the Yarious writings 
collected tc^ther in the volume of the Scrip- 
turesy different parts are qnoted or alluded 
to by a series of authors, banning, to a 
small extent, with the contemporaries of the 
Apostles^ and continued, in increaring fire- 
quencjs through their successors to the 
present day ; they are quoted always with 
respect, as books containing God^s commu- 
nications to manjdnd ; they have been con- 
linually used in all Christian assemblies; 
commentaries have been written on them, 
translations made of them, and till the art of 
printing was invented, manuscript copies care- 
fully taken in all parts of the known world. 
They have been attacked by infidels, as books 
claiming divine inspiration ; and therefore the 
evidence alike of friends and foes makes it 
manifest that they are the very writings which 
appeared in the first century of the Christian 
ssra, professing to contain the Revelation of 
God*s will to man. 

XIIL Moreover, throughout the New 
Testament we find that both Christ and His 
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Apostles refer to the Old Testament as God's 
book, as containing the record of His earlier 
revelation, and seyeral distinct prophecies of 
the new religion which was now to claim obe- 
dience from mankind. We turn to the Old 
Testament and find that these prophecies^ 
namely, that a great blessing to all the world 
should spring from the race of Abraham, that 
the law of Moses should yield to a new reli- 
gion, and that the promised Saviour should 
be despised and rejected, were accurately 
fulfilled in the person of Christ. On Christ's 
words and actions, therefore, we found, in a 
great measure, our acceptance of the Old 
Testament % and, according to His own di- 
rections, recognise Him as the object of its 
whole history, thereby throwing light on its 
marvellous details, and on their difference 

* This method of arguing is of course only to be 
employed when we are proving the truth of Chris- 
tianity to a Grentile. In the case of a Jew we should 
begin from the other end, and confirm the truth of 
the New Testament by its dependence on the Old. 
To all of us, however, the fact of the close agreement 
of the prophecies with the events related in the 
tjrospels and Acts must be a strong support to our 
faith in both Testaments. 
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from all other events. For believing that 
God came into the world to save it, we 
cannot be surprised if from the beginning a 
preparation was going on for so astonishing 
a wonder, by the election of a special people 
to receive, in the first instance, the universal 
Bedeemer. 

XIV. In this respect that characteristic 
of unity of design, which pervades the whole 
Bible, is no trifling proof of its truth. The 
Old Testament cpnsists of thirty-nine, and 
the New of twenty-seven difierent writings, 
yet in all of these there is one purpose mani- 
fest, to give an account of the restoration 
of man to God, through Christ. The sacred 
writers do not turn aside from this their 
simple moral object to encroach on the legi- 
timate province of the human intellect, and 
to anticipate any of the discoveries of philo- 
sophy, by professing to reveal points of astro- 
nomy, geology, or any other physical science; 
their language in such matters (when they 
are obliged to notice them incidentally), is 
merely in harmony with the popular belief of 
the age. Nor do they supersede the re- 
searches of the historian by describing the 
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fortunes of the great empires of the world, 
Egypt, or Assyria, or Persia, or Macedonia, 
or Rome. As to the first origin of the world, 
the Bible only assures us of the moral fact 
that it has a personal Creator, who, as the 
Father, is also the Sovereign of mankind. 
It records the Fall of man, and immediately 
after gives the promise of his Kestofation. 
It teaches us at once how deeply God abhors 
sin, by recording the destruction of the in- 
habited world by water for the wickedness of 
its inhabitants. After this it confines itself 
to the history of one of the smallest and most 
despised races of mankind, because from them 
the Deliverer was to spring, who should re- 
deem man from sin and the punishment due 
to it. The laws and customs of this race are 
minutely described, all being designed to 
bring men to a consciousness of their sinful- 
ness, and need of a Saviour, and also, (parti- 
cularly by the institution of sacrifice,) to 
teach them that something more than re- 
pentance is necessary to atone for sin. Thus 
the whole of the Old Testament is the pre- 
paration for the coming of Him, whose life, 
and death, and teaching, together with the 
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early fortunes of the society which he insti- 
tuted^ are recorded in the New. This surely 
may convince us that the one spirit which 
animates all these writings, the productions 
of such various ages and characters, was 
breathed into them by one superintending 
Mind ; for else how can it be that the works 
of the' lawgiver, the historian, the grave mo- 
ralist, the lyric poet, the prophet, the fisher- 
man of the lake of Galilee, the Pharisee 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, are all 
confined to one object, all inculcate one 
truth, all present to us one picture, and that 
writings scattered over a period of so many 
hundred years, all unite into one mighty and 
everliving whole?* How different is this 
simplicity and majestic unity from the vain 
cosmogonies and legends, and fond inventions 
of the Greek, or Mahometan, or still more of 
the Hindoo religion I How grandly does the 
picture of God, revealed to us in the Bible, 
harmonise with that which we giun from 
contemplating the natural world, where the 
provisions for our happiness, which abound 



Tait 



^ See the Sermon ^^ Variety in Unity, ^* in Bishop 
it*B ** Suggestions to the Theological Student.^* 
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on every side of us^ suggest to us the belief 
in a kind and loving Father ; while the exist- 
ence of disease and' misery not only shows 
that God abhors wickedness (which they 
almost invariably accompany), but also leads 
us to look forward with longing hope to a 
purer state of being, where the inequalities 
of this world will be rectified, and where He 
will wipe away all tears from our eyes I 

XY. We have now pointed out the kind 
of arguments which prove: 

(a.) That a Revelation was necessary, 

(h.) That if Christianity be true, it sup- 
plies all the wants which made the Kevela- 
tion necessary. 

(c.) That the effects of Christianity on the 
world have been such as strongly to support 
our belief in its divine origin. 

(cf.) That if the facts of Christianity be 
truly stated, they contain indisputable marks 
of God's authorship. 

(e.) That the facts of Christianity are sup- 
ported by the strongest evidence, external 
and internal. 

(/,) That the writings which we now 

p 2 
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possess containing these facts, are genuine 
depositaries of the original storj. 

(y.) That Christianity requires our accept- 
ance of the Old Testament as God's book also. 

(A.) That there is in the whole Bible such 
a simplicity and unity of design, and such a 
harmony with the knowledge of Grod which 
we may derive from the natural world, as to 
afford us ample grounds for believing that 
He guided its various authors. 

XYI. It is not, of course, intended that 
the above sketch should be supposed to fur- 
nish a system of Christian evidence. In 
particular, it would be quite impossible here 
to enter into a detailed defence of the au- 
thenticity of the separate books of the New 
Testament, or to do more than state, quite 
generally, the kind of testimony on which it 
rests. The proofs that Christianity is divine 
have been collected by many writers, whose 
works must be consulted by those who desire 
to pursue the subject. How satisfactory the 
result of their inquiries has been, is stated 
by Dr. Arnold, in the following passage®: 
—"The evidence of our Lord's life and 

* Sermons, vol. v. Sermon 2. 
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death and resurrection^ has often been shown 
to be satisfactory; it is good, according to 
the common rules of distinguishing good evi- 
dence from bad. Thousands and ten thou- 
sands of persons have gone through it piece 
by piece, as carefully as ever judge summed 
up on a most important cause ; I have myself 
done it many times- over; not to persuade 
others, but to satisfy myself. I have been 
used for many years to study the history of 
other times, and to examine and weigh the 
evidence of those who have written about 
them ; and I know of no one fact in the his- 
tory of mankind, which is proved by better 
and fuller evidence of every sort, to the un- 
derstandiug of a fair inquirer, than the great 
sign which God has given us, that Christ 
died, and rose again from the dead." 

XVIL But the real proof that Christianity 
is true, is not intellectual, but moraL The 
great, the convincing evidence, which must 
abide with us in every difficulty and doubt, 
suggested to our understanding, is the evi- 
dence of Christ's Spirit, influencing and pu- 
rifying our hearts. For suppose that a person, 
satisfied intellectually of the truth of Chrisr 

P 3 
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tianity by such arguments as those of which 
a very imperfect sketch is here given, begins 
steadily and consistently to act upon its 
precepts. He finds all that it professes to do 
for him gradually fulfilled. He does become 
better and holier, he sees how he may conquer 
sin ; every day convinces him more and more 
that he has found the remedy which he wanted. 
No doubt he may, from time to time, hear of 
difficulties connected with the subject which he 
cannot exactly answer. But he sees no diffi- 
culty half so great, as the belief that God should 
have left His creatures in utter wickednlsss, 
vrithout any adequate means of knowing His 
will, because that is repugnant to those two 
ideas of love and justice, which form an es- 
sential part of his conception of God. He 
sees too that if he does not believe in Chris- 
tianity, there is no other pretended revelation 
which has, intellectually, the slightest claim 
to his belief, while in moral respects all others 
are quite unworthy of the pure source from 
which they profess to emanate. He feels that 
faith in Christianity leads to holiness, and 
unbelief to sin. If therefore it is false, truth 
and falsehood change natures, for Christianity 
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which is false^ makes men good^ and some 
other form of belief, which is true, makes 
them bad. This conclusion is so shocking to 
the reason and the conscience, that nothing 
further need be said in refutation of it 



a prater for increased devotion to 
Christ's religion. 

Lord and heavenly Father, who hast given 
to lost and ruined man the infinite blessing of 
Christ's religion, enable me to love it and value 
it daily more and more^ and ever to walk worthy 
of so mighty a redemption. Forgive me, through 
Him, for all my sins. Quicken the tenderness 
of my conscience, that I may feel how much I 
need a Saviour ; humble and enlighten my un- 
derstanding that I may know Him and learn His 
will; and add such fresh vigour to my faith, 
that it may influence all my life, and guide me 
in every difficulty. Lord, extend every where 
the knowledge of Christ's salvation. Help and 
guide all who are in darkness, and especially 
confirm and strengthen the belief of all for whom 

1 am bound to pray; of my relations, friends, 
teachers and companions. For all that they 
have done amiss, O Lord, pardon them, and 
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pardon me also ; forgive us our sins^ and do not 
forsake us, but give us peace and rest, and bring 
us to a consistent love of Thj Son Jesus Christ. 
Forgive me, especially, that I have heard of 
Thee so often, and yet know Thee so little: 
forgive all my carelessness and indifference, and 
rouse me at last to feel practically that without 
Christ I can do nothing. Lord, I believe, help 
Thou my unbelief; remove from me all doubts 
and snares, and make my life more worthy of 
Him whose name I bear. Hear me, I beseech 
Thee, O holy and most merciful Father, for the 
sake of Jesus Christy my Saviour. Amen. 



It is difficult to name any parts of the Scrip- 
ture which especially illustrate the evidences 
of Christianity^ since there is hardly any part 
of the New Testament^ which does not carry 
with it its own testimony ; and the character- 
istics of simplicity^ of an entire absence of any 
attempt at effect^ and others which have been 
cursorily noticed above, belong to the whole 
of it. It would be well, however, in connec- 
tion with this subject, to read the last two 
chapters of St. John's Gospel, of which it has 
been said, that ^^no one who pretends to be a 



Passages of Scripture 165 

judge of human character can doubt the per- 
fect honesty of this narrative ; "' the account 
of the manner in which the chief priests accu- 
rately inquired into one of our Lord's mira- 
cles in John v. and the story of the raising of 
Lazarus and its consequences^ John xi. and 
xii. 1 — 11 ; also the speeches in the Acts^iL 
14^ &c.^ iii. 12^ &c.^ iy. 8^ &C.5 yii.^ xiii. 14, 
&C. xxvL To these passages may be added 
our Lord's own prophecies in Matt, xxiv,, 
Mark xii.^ and Luke xix. : and the principal 
prophecies concerning Christ and the Gospel 
in the Old Testament, as Gen. iii. 14, 15, 
xxii. 18, which foretell that man should be 
redeemed, and that the Redeemer should be a 
descendant of Abraham ; Jer. xxxi. 31, &c., 
xxxii. 40, &c., xxxiii. 14, &c, Ezek. xxxyii. 
26, &c., Micah iy., which announces that the 
Jewish religion was to giye place to another; 
Isaiah Iii. liii., which Bpeak of a suffering 
Messiah ; Isaiah ix., xi., Ix.^ Ezek. xxxiy. 23^ 
&c., which tell of the kingdom to be esta- 
blished by Him ; Isaiah zxxy. 5, which 
describes His ministry, and should be com- 
pared with Luke yii. 22, and iy. 16 — 21 ; 
' Arnold, vol. iii. Sermon 12. 
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Psalm xyi., which proclaims His Besurrec- 
tion, and Joel, iL 28, &c. which announces 
the Mission of the Comforter. 



QUESTIONS ON CHAPTER VIEL 

1. For what reasons was a Revelation from Gk»d 
necessary ? 

2. What view of religion was taken by educated 
men of antiquity P 

3. How does Christianity commend itself to the 
conscience ? 

4. What were the chief effects of Christianity on 
society when first propagated P 

5. Mention any great improvements in society 
effected by Christianity. 

6. What testimony has been borne to the power fA 
Christianity by good men ? 

7. Compare the progress of Christianity with that 
of Mahometanism. 

8. What two signs of divine origin ought a Reve- 
lation to bearP Shew that one is insufficient without 
the other. 

9. In which of the great facts of Redemption are 
these two signs most conspicuous P 

10. Shew the peculiar importance of the Resurrec- 
tion as an evidence of Christianity. 

U. Shew that, if the Gospel narrative Is true, we 
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cannot doubt the reality of Christ^s death and Resur- 
rection. 

12. What circumstance makes the sufferings of the 
early Christians a strong argument for the truth of 
Christianity ? 

13. Which of the New Testament Scriptures are 
of especial importance as evidences of Christianity, 
and why ? 

14. What internal evidence makes it impossible to 
believe that the Apostles were impostors ? 

15. Why are we justified in believing that our ac- 
count of the origin of Christianity is the same as that 
which has existed from the first ? 

16. On what do we chiefly ground our acceptance 
of the Old Testament ? 

17. What evidence does the Old Testament furnish 
to the truth of the New ? 

18. How does Christ^s coming justify and explain 
God*s dealing with the Jews P 

19. Shew that one object pervades all the Bible, 
and deduce from this an argument for its truth. 

20. Shew that the teaching of the Bible harmo- 
nises with the knowledge of God which we may 
gather from the natural world. 

21. Enumerate the principal facts which it is ne- 
cessary to prove, in order to establish the truth of 
Christianity. 

22. What evidence of its truth will a person re- 
ceive who begins to act upon its precepts ? 

23. What incredible consequence is involved in 
4>ur rejecting Christianity ? 
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CONCLUSION. 

It now only remains to address a few con- 
cluding words to those who have read this 
book as a preparation for their Confirmation, 
and feel desirous to avail themselves of the 
opportunity which that ordinance affords 
them, of leading lives more distinctly and 
avowedly religious than they have yet done. 
The principal means which they must use, 
to maintain within themselves an abiding 
consciousness of duty, and feeling of faith 
and love to Him who is the Captain of their 
salvation, have been noticed incidentally al- 
ready. A few of the most important may, 
however, be repeated here. 

I. Private prayer, a regular participation 
in Christ^s Holy Communion, and reading 
of Scripture, with a diligent use of the public 
services and instructions to which we are 
called, considered not as forms, but as most 
important means of grace, will occupy the 
first place among them. 

II. The regular separation of Sunday 
from ordinary employments, to the increase 
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of our religious knowledge, and elevation of 
our religious feelings, and to that kind of 
quiet intercourse with others, which pro- 
duces the softening influences of affection 
and goodwill. 

III. Keading religious books of a prac- 
tical and devotional character, especially the 
lives and deaths of good Christians of all 
ages. Examples of such books must be re- 
commended to each person by his own im- 
mediate relations, or friends, or teachers. 

IV. Cultivating the intimate society of 
such friends as we plainly see are anxious 
to lead a good life. 

y. Setting apart special times for examin- 
ing the state of the heart, and the progress 
made in holiness and the love of God. 
Under this head would fall a practice re- 
commended by Archbishop Whately, of 
consecrating the anniversary of our Con- 
firmation as a kind of private religious fes- 
tival, on which we should seriously and 
anxiously inquire into our condition in God's 
sight, pray with renewed earnestness for His 
grace and help, and offer up our humble 
thanksgiving for all His mercies to us. 

Q 
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VI. The conscientious devotion, accor^-^. 
ing to each person's means, of a part of the 
money which he has for his private expenses, 
to the relief of the poor, and such other good 
objects as those whose opinions he respects 
will point out to him. This is, of course, 
a positive duty, absolutely commanded in 
Scripture on other grounds ; but it is sug- 
gested in this place, not on account of the 
benefits which others may receive from these 
alms, but as a help to destroy selfishness and 
indiflference in the heart of the giver. 

VII. Where it is possible, the endeavour 
to carry on some kind and friendly inter- 
course with the poor.« This is beset with 
many difiBculties, and may be scarcely prac- 
ticable for a boy while he is at school. 
But any one who lives at home, or a 
schoolboy during the holidays, may find 
means, with the advice and concurrence of 
his parents, to carry on, at least, to some 
small extent, a practice so beneficial to 
himself. The object of course should only 
be to find opportunities of shewing them 

' See Arnold's Sermons, vol, ii. Sermon S2. 
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kindness^ and relieving their wants, so as to 
produce in the heart a sense of deeper grati- 
tude and responsibility towards the heavenly 
Father, from whose gift proceeds all that 
temporal happiness and comfort which He 
has, for wise reasons, denied to so many of 
His children; and to minister to Christ Him- 
self^, by doing good to His poorer brethren. 
For these He has earnestly consigned to 
our love and care, and to their friends and 
helpers He has promised an especial bless- 
ing. Generally speaking, the only kind of 
religious teaching which a young person can 
properly undertake towards the poor, is that 
which he may be enabled to give to some of 
the children at a Sunday School, of course 
under proper direction and control. This 
also may, by God's blessing, be a great means 
of grace and religious improvement to himself^ 
and therefore must, like all other practices 
from which any spiritual benefit to ourselves 
or others is expected, be accompanied by 
sincere and humble prayer. 

yill. But after all, the great thing is for 

^ Matt. XXV. 35, &c. 

Q2 
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us to endeavour, by communion with God, 
and by habituating ourselves to serious 
thought, so to discipline and guide our 
minds, that their prevailing feeling may 
gradually become the conviction, that we 
are placed on earth for higher objects than 
our own gratification, and that the work of 
our lives must be, the endeavour to gain the 
blessing of holiness here, and everlasting 
glory hereafter. With this must be joined, 
an abiding sense of our own weakness, and 
of God's perfect strength, given to us for 
Christ's sake, by the operation of His H0I7 
Spirit. We must work out our own sal- 
vation with fear and trembling, deriving 
our greatest confidence of success from the 
fact, that it is God that worketh in us both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure} If 
we set about our work in such a spirit, de- 
voting every day to God, trying to let our 
first morning thought be a silent entreaty 
for His blessing, and our last evening medi- 
tation an inquiry how we have spent the 
day, we shall soon find our temptations 

» Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
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weaker, our holiness purer, our love more 
warm, and our faith more bright and un- 
doubting. It is in this way that sin has 
ever been subdued, by mortifying the cor- 
rupt afFections, and trying to raise the hearts 
and desires from earth to heaven. If, then, 
there be any truth in the Gospel of Christ; 
if the saints and holy men of all times have 
not spent their lives in the pursuit of a vain 
shadow, disquieting themselves in vain; if 
their patience, and meekness, and purity, 
and zeal, and love, and faith, were based on 
anything firmer than a fancy and a dream ; 
we also shall constantly renew, with in- 
creased earnestness, the baptismal dedication 
of our hearts to God, praying Him now 
by His Spirit, to quicken and raise to holi- 
ness our spirits, as He will hereafter, by the 
same Spirit, call forth to a new existence 
our mortal bodies, summon us to give an 
account of all things which we have done in 
this world, and decide our everlasting con- 
dition by the surest and most unerring judge- 
ment. At the same time we shall constantly 
seek to advance in the humility which teaches 
us that in the awful day of that judgement^ 

Q9 
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our own works cannot stand for a moment in 
the sight of Him who requires, not imper- 
fect holiness, but purity like His own ; and 
therefore shall seek to cleave more and more 
to that Saviour for whose sake alone we shall 
be forgiven and accepted by God- May this 
lesson be taught to every one who uses this 
book^ by the Spirit of the same Saviour, 
Jesus Christ our Lord 1 



THE END. 
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globe. In Writing, Mr. M*Leod*s Gradiutted Series of Copy- 
Books leads the pupil forward by easy and progressive steps. 
Mr. Isbister*s Treatise on Book-keeping is the cheapest and 
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